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Around Cam
Undergraduate
enrollment
sets record

Center for Student
Success launched
The Center for Student Success opened its doors for the
first time this fall. The Center's mission is "to promote
the success of all students by
providing comprehensive programs and services which advance academic achievement
and personal development."
1995 alumnus Todd Patten, previously a graduate
professor of counseling at the
Un iversity, was named dean
of this program in the spring.
This new center provides
a one-stop, all-inclusive area
where students may access extensive support and advising
services. "The Center is specifically for students," Patten
said. "We want all students to
be able to come here."
Patten emphasized that
the Center is not only for the
academic success of students
but also for their social and
spiritual objectives. Through

a professional team of
advocates who contribute resources, guidance
and support, students
are able to pursue their
goals. According to
Patten, the Center is
also fundamental in
developing a partnership among student
Chris Pruitt and Butch Gardner (front row) and Jake Brownfield, Linda Thompson,
services staff, working
Katrina Smeltzer, Teresa Mcleod and Jim Johnston (back row) all work under the
collaboratively with
direction of the -new dean of the Center for Student Success, Todd Patten(far right).
faculty to foster a
enables him to direct the
Numerous programs are
culture of learning and
facilitated through the Center
employees of the Center and
shared expertise.
other service directors. His
including Academic Advising
The Center is located on
main priority is working with
and Resources, ADVANCE ,
the second floor of Hammon
the students through advising.
Career Services, Disabilities
Student Center and boasts sevServices, First Year Experi"My main goal personally
eral classrooms and offices for
ence, Multicultural Student
for the Center is to continue
studying, tutoring and advising.
Services, TRIO McNair Scholto develop my relationships
One formal classroom is used
with those that are directars, TRIO Student Support
for tutoring and supplemental
Services and TRIO Upward
ing these different departinstruction. Four testing rooms
ments," Patten said. "I need
Bound. The Center will also
serve as a quiet environment
to increase my visibility and
act as a home for Alpha Chi
for tests and individual tutorbroaden my relationships
Honor Society.
ing, and a conference room
across the entire campus."
Patten's position as dean
also serves for tutoring.

Mabee Foundation awards $1.7 million grant
In April, the Mabee Foundation ofTulsa,
Olda., gave a $1.7 million challenge grant
toward the construction of an $8.5 million facility to house the Carr College of
Nursing and the department of communication sciences and disorders.
Construction has begun on the south
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side of campus, adjacent to the Farrar
Health Sciences Center. The facility is
expected to open in time for the 2013 fall
semester.
To qualify for consideration of a challenge grant, University administrators
had to certify they had already raised $3.4
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million or 40 percent of the cost of the
project. Harding has raised $7.5 million.
To m eet the final provision of the
challenge grant, Harding must raise the
remaining $1 million to complete the
project by March 1, 2013.
"We are very excited about meeting this
challenge grant opportunity from the Mabee
Foundation," said President David B. Burks.
"This is certainly a pacesetting gift on this
very important project for the Harding
community. The Mabee gift will ensure the
project will be completed next year."
The Mabee Foundation has previously
provided gifts and grants to Harding
totaling more than $10.3 million. The two
most recent gifts were a $1.1 million gift
for the construction of the Farrar Health
Sciences Center in 2008 and a $1 million
gift toward the construction of the Thornton Education Center in 2005.
The largest gift made by the Foundation came in 1994 with a $2 million grant
toward the construction of the Mclnteer
Bible and World Missions Center.

Star Parker

Karl Rove

Stephen Moore

Mike Beebe

Bill Simon

ASI series features trailblazers
The American Studies Institute Lecture Series
kicked off Sept. 20 with Star Parker, founder
and president of CURE, the Center for Urban
Renewal and Education, a nonprofit think tank
that promotes market•based public policy to
fight poverty. Parker has seven years of firsthand experience in the grip of welfare dependency. She is a regular commentator on CNN,
TBN, CSPAN, CBN and FOX News. Her articles and
quotes continuously appear in major publications around the world. In addition to heading CURE, Parker is a syndicated columnist for
Scripps News Service, offering weekly op-eds to
more than 300 newspapers and internet news
sites worldwide, including the Boston Herald and
Stars and Stripes, which is the largest newspaper
serving the men and women of our Armed Forces
stateside and abroad.
The series continues Oct. 16 with Karl Rove,
the former deputy chief of staff and senior adviser to President George W. Bush. Rove served
as senior adviser to President George W. Bush
from 2000-07 and deputy chief of staff from
2004-07. At the White House he oversaw the
Offices of Strategic Initiatives, Political Affairs,
Public Liaison and Intergovernmental Affairs and
was deputy chief of staff for policy, coordinating
the White House policy-making process.
Stephen Moore will pick up the series in the
new year Feb. 2, 2013. He joined The Wall Street
Journal as a member of the editorial board and
senior economics writer May 31, 2005. He splits
his time between Washington and New York,
focusing on economic issues, including budget,
tax and monetary policy.
Over the years Moore has served as a senior
economist on the Congressional Joint Economic
Committee, as a budget expert for the Heritage
Foundation, and as a senior economics fellow at
the Cato Institute where he published dozens of
studies on federal and state tax and budget policy. He was a consultant to the National Economic
Commission in 1987 and research director for
President Reagan's Commission on Privatization.

Governor Mike Beebe will present March 5,
2013. Since taking office in 2007, Beebe has
made improving education, expanding Arkansas
economy and cutting taxes top priorities. He has
guided the state through the worst economic
downturn in two generations, resulting in Arkansas being one of only four states to enter the
current fiscal year without a projected budget
shortfall. Arkansas has avoided massive cuts
in services and tax increases suffered by other
states while achieving more than a half-billion
dollars in tax relief during Beebe's first term.
A champion of education and economic development, Beebe has overseen Arkansas' rise in
national education rankings and the announcement of more than 26,000 new jobs. He has
helped conclude the lengthy court dispute over
Arkansas' public-school system, secured the largest single capital investment in Arkansas public
schools, and made record investments in higher
education. He has expanded adult-education
programs and worked to match colleges and
universities with local businesses to produce a
better-trained workforce.
The final speaker will be Bill Simon, president
and chief executive officer of Wal-Mart U.S. He
will present on April 25, 2013. He is responsible
for the strategic direction and performance of
Wal-Mart U.S., leading 1.3 million associates and
about 3,900 stores. Simon and his team are focused on executing Walmart's core business model
- lowering costs in order to offer customers lower
prices - and fulfilling the company's mission of
saving people money so they can live better.
Wal-Mart U.S. serves more than 140 million
customers each week and had revenues of $264
billion in fiscal year 2012. From 2007 to 2010,
Simon was the chief operating officer for WalMart U.S. where he worked to drive innovation
and improvement throughout the business. He
previously served as executive vice president of
professional services and new business development, and he led the team that created and
launched Walmart's $4 prescription drug program.

The University posted its
largest undergraduate enrollment for fall 2012. Total
undergraduate enrollment is
up to 4,390 from last year's
4,340. Of the number of undergraduates enrolling, 1,245
were new students.
One of the reasons undergraduate enrollment increased
is the freshman to sophomore
retention rate, which is 81
percent. This year, students
represent 49 states and m ore
than 50 foreign countries.
A total of 2,477 applications were received from
new students for the 2012
fall semester and almost 900
applications are already in for
fall2013.
In addition to the Searcy
campus, students from the
University are also studying
at international campuses
in Australia, Chile, England,
Greece, Italy and Zambia,
professional centers in
Bentonville and North Little
Rock, Ark., Memphis, Tenn.,
and at the School of Theology
in Memphis.
Total headcount enrollment is 6,815, which compares to 7,155 in fall2011.
Graduate enrollment dipped
to 2,425 from last year's total
of2,815. The University will
no longer be enrolling as
many students in two programs that are being phased
out by the Arkansas Department of Education. Last year,
Harding enrolled 390 students in these two programs.
Harding is recognized by
Peterson's Cool Colleges and has
been ranked for 19 consecutive
years by U.S. News C!( World
Report as one of the South's
best universities in the magazine's annual America's Best
Colleges issue. The University
is also recognized by Princeton Review as one of the best
universities in the Southeast.
FALL 2012
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A time of transition
By DAVID B. BuRKs , president

EDITOR/DESIGNER

Tom Buterbaugh, '78
COPY EDITOR/WRITER

Jennifer Hannigan, 'o8
WRITER

Hannah Beall, 'n

I always am excited when August arrives, and we come

PHOTOGRAPHER

together to begin a new school year.

JeffMontgomery, '9r

The nervousness and anticipation of first-year students

CONTRIBUTORS

along with the excitement of upperclassm en as they reunite

David B. Burks, '65

makes the start of a school year something to which I

David Crouch, '70

always look forward.
This year was different for me, however, as it was my last

President
Director of Public Relations

Noah Darnell,

'10

International Programs Administrator

year to preside over the presession conference and dinner

Scott Goode, '97

as I commence the last year of my presidency and prepare

Assistant Athletic Director
for Sports Information

for a new role next year as chancellor.
As well as seeing n ew faces among the student body, it is always a pleasure to see

Kay Gowen, '68
Associate Professor of Communication
and Director of Abundant Living

other additions to the Harding family. This fall we introduced 27 new faculty members,

Ted Hackney, '79

13 in the Colleges of Allied Health, Nursing and Pharmacy as those areas continue to

Director of the Center for
Charitable Estate Planning

grow dramatically. What a thrill it was to witness our first pharmacy class graduate in

Liz Howell, '78

the spring [Page 18] as we went to two ceremonies for the first time [Page 16] to accom-

Assistant to the President
for Alumni and Parent Relations

modate our growth.
One of the highlights of my presidency has been witnessing the increase in International Programs from one to seven. Special programs such as the Olympic Tour this

Mackenzie Lee
Student Writer

Camille M. Reeves
Assistant to the Director of Alumni Relations

summer [Page 10] only add to the allure of this area.

I have loved watch1ng Harding's progress in so many ways

for the past 25 years. God has richly blessed this school, and I
know he will raise up my successor.
My number 1 goal for this year is to h ave a smooth and meaningful presidential
transition. To that end, I have appointed an on-campus steering committee headed by
Dr. Larry Long and David Crouch as well as a prayer committee chaired by Dr. Ganus

Harding is published in January, May
and October by the Public Relations
Office for alumni, faculty, staff,
parents and friends of the University.
Editorial offices are located on the
second floor of the John Mabee
American Heritage Center at 915 E.
Market Ave., Searcy, Ark.; 501-2794316; fax: 501-279-4154.

FEATURES

I0

An Olympic journey covER STORY
Dashing from Athens to Olympia to Munich to Rome to the 2012
London games , participants in this summer's tour had an adventure of
Olympic proportions.

DEPARTMENTS
2

Center for Student Success started
and other happenings at Harding.

8

Please pray for me and for Leah as we begin our time of transition. Continue in
prayer for our board as they ask God to lead them to the person he has prepared. And

I

Growth brings changes and among them the need to hold not one but
two spring commencement services for the fi rst time.

we ask for prayers that God will be glorified in the lives of our studen ts, faculty and
staff this academic year.
We also ask for your prayers for the family of Virgil Lawyer, longtim e history teacher
and dean, who went to his reward right before this magazine was due to the printer. A

Blog: hunet.harding.edufwordpressf
magazine/
Email: hardingmag@harding.edu
Website: www.harding.edu

tribute to this humble servant of God will appear in our next issue. H
© 2012 Harding University

May commencement, take two
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Profile
Kenwick Thompson, 1992

8 Into the field

Alma matters
Alumni awards
Profile

We checked in with five of the first class of College of Pharmacy
graduates to find out where their Doctor of Pharmacy is taking them.

Elizabeth Harrell Owen, 2002

29

JO
31

ON THE COVER

Twenty in a crowd of8o,ooo, Harding Olympic Tour participants enter
Wembley Stadium to watch two soccer
matches July 29. Senegal topped Uruguay 2-o and Great Britain defeated
UAE 3-1. Photo by Noah Darnell.

Athletics
Meredith Fear and Christy Morgan
head volleyball, women's golf.

to seek God's blessings and discernment on the leadership transition process.
Postmaster: Send address changes
to Harding University, Box 12234,
Searcy, AR 72149-2234.

Around Campus
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Events
Enhancing the mission
Tribute
Clifford Tohn Prock

I End Note
Mackenzie Lee finds evidence of
God's grace while abroad in Chile.
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Trade with Bright: He'll treat you right
On the night of March 17, the third annual
Burksy's were held in the Administration
Auditorium. This event combined music and
humor with glorified University superlatives
for an audience of almost 600 students.
Awards given included favorite social club,
international student, admissions counselor
and professor.
Students had close to a month to vote
for nominees on the University's multimedia website, The Link. But one award in
particular drew this crowd to their feet, filling the auditorium with waves of applause
and loud exclamations of encouragement.
The 2012 Burksy winner for favorite service
employee was presented to Phillip Bright.
"I had planned an acceptance speech,
but, when I got on stage, I got stage
fright," Bright said. "When I faced the audience and saw all the lights, my mind just
went blank. I wanted to thank the students
for the award and tell them that I believe
they should receive an award. This University has some of the best students."
Bright feels just as touched by the
students as students feel about him. In
April 2011, his wife, Patricia, fell severely

ill. Bright was overwhelmed with students
coming to visit, emailing and texting him
with encouragement.
"She survived because of those students'
prayer;' Bright said. "Prayer is what brought
her back, and I will always be grateful."
It is no secret that Bright is a campus
favorite. With his perpetual smile and uplifting positive attitude, Bright never seems
to fail in making someone smile. Many
students who contribute to the high traffic
of the Harding University Mini Mart look
forward to the opportunity to visit him.
"As a Bison editor working above the
student center, I frequent the HUMM for
chocolate pick-me-ups, and I'm not always
in the best mood from working all day to
make my multiple deadlines," said May
graduate John Mark Adkison. "But whenever
Philip is working, he's wearing a contagious
smile and is always asking how I am doing,
which instantly improves my day by leaps
and bounds."
It was obvious by the crowd's reaction
at the Burksy's that Adkison wasn't the only
one to feel that way.
"They were standing from the time I got

up until I got back to my seat," Bright said.
"That was overwhelming. I've been places
were standing ovations are given. I don't
stand up unless I really think it is deserved.
And here they are giving me one? I was just
speechless. I was so proud, not of myself,
but of them."
Growing up, Bright learned from his
grandpa to treat a customer how he would
want to be treated if he were the customer.
Bright said he tries to live up to that philosophy every day.
"My grandpa's motto was 'Trade with

Bright. He'll treat you right;" Bright said.
I see the students as my own kids. I enjoy
talking to them. Sometimes someone will
come in and look like they're having a
bad day. I'm going to do my best to make
them smile."
Bright said that people used to ask him
why he smiled so much. His response was
simply that when he walks on this campus,
there is something here that makes him
want to smile. Though he is grateful for
the Burksy, he feels that it is the students
who deserve an award.
''I've been to several different universities around the state, and this is the only
one I've been in that has made me feel
welcome," Bright said. "The students go
out of their way to make me feel at home."
According to Adkison, the Burksy's
could not have ended on a better note. "He
got up to receive the award, and the crowd
starting tearing up when we saw Philip
tearing up and holding his award up high
like a champion," Adkison said. "I think
everyone was just happy we could give
Philip something back for all of his hard
work and mood-lifting smiles. He finished
[his speech] off with his signature 'You
have an excellent day now; which created
the perfect finish to the Burksy's." H
-

Construction progressing on professional center
Construction for the University's new
12,000-square-foot professional center
in Rogers, Ark. , is on track for its spring
2013 opening.
This program is not only getting a
new building but also a new location. Located offi-540, the Northwest Arkansas
Professional Center is now more visible
to passersby.
''I'm looking forward to getting dropin traffic from alumni who see us from
the highway and allowing them to reconnect with Harding," said David Skelton,
director of the center.

The new facility will feature four large
classrooms and three computer labs. It will
also provide space for several faculty and
counseling offices and a conference room.
Though the building is not any
bigger than the center's current facility,
the new structure is designed to allow for
expansion. About 3,000 square feet can
be added on to enlarge the new building
if necessary.
'~s the director of the campus, I feel
like it's my responsibility to make sure
we continue to grow," Skelton said. "We
are very excited."

Hannah Beall

NEWSMAKERS NEWSMAKERS NEWSMAKERS NEWSMAKERS NEWSMAKERS NEWSMAKERS NEWSMAKERS NEWSMAKERS NEWSMAKERS NEWSMAKERS NEWSMAKERS NEWSMAKER
College of Allied Health
Dr. Beckie Weaver, dean,
was elected a fellow by the
American Speech-LanguageHearing Association June
28. In November, Weaver will
be recognized at an awards
ceremony during the ASHA
convention in Atlanta.
College of Arts
and Humanities
Department of Mass
Communication
Dr. Kelly Elander, assistant
professor of communication,
defended his dissertation
at Capella University in
Minneapolis July 11.
He received a Ph.D. in
Instructional Design for
Online Learning. The title of
his dissertation is "Merging
Paradigms: The Integration of
Objectivist and Constructivist
Learning Approaches in U.S.
University Settings."
Department of Music
Dr. Cynthia Carrell, assistant
4 I Harding I FALL
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professor, published "An
Interview With Susan
Slaughter" in May 2012, Issue
43 of Brass Herald.
Drs. Kelly Neill, chair and
assistant professor, and Cliff
Ganus, professor, attended
the Arkansas Choral Directors
Convention in July. Ganus is
president-elect for the group.
College of Bible
and Ministry
Dr. Daniel Oden, assistant
professor, defended his
dissertation in August at New
York University and earned
a Ph.D. in Hebrew Bible and
Ancient Near Eastern Studies.
The title of his dissertation is
"Power Over Land in Ancient
Syrian Legal Documents and
Its Characterization in I Kings
21:1-16."
College of Business
Administration
Dr. Bryan Burks, dean,
attended the Institute of

Management and Leadership in Education at Harvard
University in June.
Glen Metheny, director of
business professional studies,
presented "The Critical and
Creative Thinking Process
With an HRD Perspective" at
the April Autonomous Learning World Caucus in Oxford,
Great Britain.
Dr. Reet Cronk, chair of the
Management Information Systerns department, presented
"Using Non-Interactive Games
to Increase Student Engagement and Participation in Class
Discussion" at the June EdMedia Conference in Denver.
Cronk also wrote a chapter in
the book Problems With Soda/
Knowledge Management published in June. Her chapter
was titled "Social Capital,
Knowledge Sharing and Intellectual Capital in the Web 2.0
Enabled World."
Dr. Jake Stewart, associate

professor, presented "Project
Management Lessons Learned
From the Appalachian Trail"
to the May Project Management Institute North Alberta
Conference in Edmonton,
Alberta, Canada.
College of Nursing
Dr. Cathleen Shultz, dean,
was among 32 distinguished
nurse educators joining the
National League for Nursing's
Academy of Nursing Education. She was inducted as a
fellow at the 2012 NLN Education Summit in September
in Anaheim, Calif.
College of Pharmacy
Department of
Pharmacy Practice
Dr. Julie Kissack, chair, has
been nominated as a 2012
fellow of the American College
of Clinical Pharmacy. She will
be honored for her work and
productivity toward the field
of clinical pharmacy at the

2012 ACCP Annual Meeting
Oct. 21-24 in Hollywood, Fla.
Hannah Suh, a third-year
pharmacy student from
Houston, was appointed chair
of the American Society of
Health-System Pharmacists
Student Society Development
Advisory Group. Suh will
be responsible for leading
a pharmacy student forum
advisory group of 10 students
from pharmacy schools across
the nation.
College of Sciences
Department of Chemistry
Drs. David Cole, Dennis
Province and Kevin Stewart
attended the 22nd biennial
conference on chemical
education at Penn State
University July 29-Aug. 2.
Department of
Computer Sdence
Dr. Frank McCown, assistant
professor of computer
science, gave a presentation

at the Teaching the Web
With Web Science workshop
at the ACM Web Science
Conference. He also organized
an NSF-sponsored workshop
at Stanford University June
29-30 entitled "WAC Summer
Workshop: Challenges in
Providing Access to the
World's Web Archives."
Seniors Heather Tweedy,
Daniel Sebastian and
Richard Schneider also
attended this conference.
Dr. Dana Steil, assistant
professor, published two
articles: "Analysis of an
Integrated Maximum
Covering and Patrol Routing
Problem" in Transportation
Research Part E: Logistics
and Transportation Review
in January and "A Relation
Context Oriented Approach
to Identify Strong Ties in
Social Networks" in May's
Knowledge-Based Systems.
Richard Schneider, a Bible
and ministry major from

Cooper City, Fla., performed
research into how Web
archivists can go about
archiving the mobile Web.
Daniel Sebastian, a computer
science major from Richmond,
Ky., created a Firefox addon called Volitrax, which
automatically locates music
videos on Firefox that are
removed for various reasons.
Heather Tweedy, a software
development major from
Gladbrook, Iowa, created an
iOS application for accessing
older versions of Web pages
using a new protocol called
Momenta.
Harding University's Branch
of the Center for Advanced
Public Safety has received
funding to employ 10 student
programmers and one full-time
programmer for another year.
Department of Kinesiology
Drs. J.D. Yingling and
Jessica Moore, associate
professors of kinesiology,

led a group of 14 students
on the Harding Olympic Tour
July 12-Aug. 4. This program
traced the history of the
Olympic Games, taking the
group to Olympic stadiums
in Athens, Greece; Munich,
Germany; and Rome, Italy.
The highlight of the trip was
in London, where the group
attended several events in
the 2012 Summer Games.
[Page 10]
Distinguished
Service Award
The following individuals
were the 2011-12 recipients:
RuthAnn Dawson, office
manager for the counseling
center; Ann Dixon, director of
Brackett Library; Tim Jones,
finance systems analyst;
and Ann Mclarty, nurse in
University health services.
International Programs
Dr. Jeffrey Hopper, dean,
performed on the piano in

Florence, Italy, June 9 with
Letizia Dei, a professional
opera singer and Florence
native, to celebrate the
namesake of North and South
America by Amerigo Vespucci.
Office of Student Life
Ranan Hester was named
assistant dean of students
in July.
School of Theology
Dr. Richard Oster, professor
of New Testament, was
honored on the occasion
of his 65th birthday by 12
scholars gathered at the
School of Theology May
18-19 to discuss "Ephesus
As a Religious Center under
the Principate." Oster has
focused much of his academic
energies and publishing
on materials related to
Ephesus and authored the
internationally acclaimed
article from which the
conference got its title.

Teacher Achievement
Award
The following individuals
were the 2011-12 recipients:
Drs. Scott Adair, assistant
professor in the College of
Bible and Ministry; Dan
Atchley, associate professor
in the College of Pharmacy;
Ken Hammes, professor of
English in the College of
Arts and Humanities; Budd
Hebert, professor in the
Paul R. Carter College of
Business Administration;
Jim Miller, assistant
professor of communication
in the College of Arts and
Humanities; Jan Morgan,
professor within the CannonClary College of Education;
Steve Smith, professor of
mathematics and chair of
the department within the
College of Sciences; and Dana
Steil, assistant professor
of computer science in the
College of Sciences.
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Lasting Legacy

New brand launched
for unrestricted gifts

Each of the 15 new apartment buildings in Legacy Park is named
for people of historical significance to the Harding campus. Dr.
J.D. and Mary Bales' impact places them among the honorees.

In July, the Office of Advancement
launched The Harding Fund, the University's new brand for its annual unrestricted gifts campaign.
Donations to The Harding Fund support need-based scholarships that help
reduce students' costs by one-third and
make it possible for many of them to
attend Harding who could not afford it
otherwise. Gifts to The Harding Fund are
not used to build facilities, enlarge the endowment or fund restricted scholarships.
Harding annually awards more than $26
million in financial aid to students, much
of which is funded through unrestricted
and restricted contributions.
The brand's new logo features Harding's iconic swing, which has been a part
of the Searcy campus since 1934. Dr. Mike
Williams, vice president of Advancement,
said the inclusion of the swing in the logo
adds to donors' connection to the brand.
'~nyone who has attended Harding
or visited our campus has seen and likely
sat in one of our swings," Williams said.
"Many alumni and friends have fond
memories of sitting on the swings with
their future spouse or friends . It evokes
emotions of family and community in all
of us who love the University."

On Sept. 22, 2011, President
David B. Burks announced in
chapel the launching of the
largest single construction
project in the University's
history. This fall that project,
Legacy Park Apartments,
opened its doors to students.
The complex, comprised of 15
separate buildings, is now the
new home to upperclassmen
female students and married
students. The second phase
of Legacy Park has begun and
is expected to be complete by
fall2013.
In addition to having
their own exterior look and
color, each building has been
named after individuals who
have made significant contributions to the University,
leaving a lasting legacy.
Dr. J.D. Bales, a preacher,
author and retired Harding
professor, was one of those people. He was a dedicated teacher
and friend to the many people
that he impacted through his
devotion to the Lord.
Bales was born on Nov.
5, 1915, in Tacoma, Wash.
Soon after his birth, the family moved to Albany, Ga. At
age 11, after a train struck
and killed his parents, Bales
went to live with his paternal
grandparents in Fitzgerald,
Ga. He remained there until
1930 when he enrolled in the
Georgia Military Academy
(now Woodward Academy) in
College Park, Ga., where he
joined the wrestling team.
After graduating from
Georgia Tech High School
in 1933, Bales came to
Arkansas to attend Harding
College, where he established
a wrestling team and joined
the debate team, winning the
6
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state championship in 1936.
He graduated in 1937 with a
Bachelor of Arts in English
and history and went on to
earn his master's and doctoral
degrees from George Peabody
College and University of
California, respectively. In July
1940 while working on his
doctorate, he married Mary
Smart, with whom he had
six children. He returned to
his alma mater in 1944 and
served for 37 years as a profes-

sor of Bible.
As an educator, Bales was
truly an encourager. He always
made himself available to
answer questions of students,
preachers across the world
or anyone who called. Bales
wrote many books and often
times gave them away to those
who needed or wanted them.
An American conservative,
Bales wrote of freedom and
oppression. He was an avid
reader and collector of books

and a student in a number
of fields. His great sense of
humor and compassion made
him very personable, allowing
him the opportunity to greatly
influence the lives of his
students. Bales died Aug. 16,
1995, at the age of79.

Story compiled with the help of
a biography written by Dr. Paul
Haynie, professor of history,
for the online Encyclopedia of
Arkansas History and Culture.

Dr. Bill Chism, a member of Harding's
board of trustees and co-chairman of The
Harding Fund's advisory board, acknowledges the importance ofThe Harding
Fund as part of the University's ability to
serve its students.
"Since its founding in 1924, Harding
has made affordability a priority as it
provides a faith-based quality education,"
said Chism, a 1972 alumnus. "I can think
of no better way for alumni and friends to
help us maintain that focus than to invest
in The Harding Fund. The dividends
are enormous as these young men and
women leave campus prepared to serve
God, their neighbors and families though
their faith and work."
For more information, go to
www.harding.edufTheHardingFund.

On Nov. 6, citizens across the U.S. will assemble together to
make a decision that will strongly affect this country for the
next four years. The selection of the 45th U.S. president is
quickly approaching. This magazine sat down with Dr. Steven Breezeel, associate professor of political science, to talk
about what it means to be a Christian voter.

"The opportunity we are given to participate in the selection of leaders and choice of the direction that our nation will
take is an extremely rare gift. Few people in today's world, and
even fewer throughout history, have been given such a voice. It means that we all share
responsibility for the leaders and policies that our elections produce. For this reason, I
believe that is extremely important for Christians to consider how they can serve as a
light to the world through their participation.
"To me, this means focusing on the character and integrity of the candidates and
refusing to turn a blind eye to corruption, even when it means voting against my normal
party preference. It also means supporting policies that are consistent with Christ's
teachings and that protect the ability of Christians to practice their faith. Finally, I
believe it is important to keep the importance of our elections in perspective. After all,
Jesus said, 'My kingdom is not of this world' (John 18:36)."

President's Coundl creates four giving levels
The University announced in September a
revised structure of the President's Council.
Under this structure, donors can join
the President's Council within four giving
levels, each named after Harding's presidents, with a corresponding recognition
medallion collection:
> David B. Burks Level includes donations from $600 to $1,499. Burks
will retire June 2013 after 26 years
as chief executive.
> Clifton L. Ganus Jr. Level includes
donations from $1,500 to $4,999.
Ganus served as president from
1965 to 1987.
' George S. Benson Level includes
donations from $5 ,000 to $9,999.
Benson served the longest as president, 29 years, from 1936 to 1965.
'>

J.N. Armstrong Level includes

donations $10,000 and above. Harding's first president, Armstrong
served from 1924 to 1936.
The goal of the new structure is to not
only expand Council participation and
make the donor group more inclusive but
also to acknowledge the presidents' legacies.
"When the President's Council was
established in 1965, its role was not only
to provide financial support, but to be
the eyes and ears of the college," said
Dr. Mike Williams, vice president of
Advancement. '~s we constantly speak
with donors, we see a tremendous value

in inviting alumni and friends of all ages
and demographic backgrounds to join
the Council as partners in our effort to
integrate faith, learning and living with
our students.
"It is also fitting in an organization
called the President's Council that we
acknowledge the four men who committed themselves to the high calling of
chief executive officer," said Williams.
"Each of the four presidents was the right
man for his time and helped establish
Harding as one of the country's premier
Christian universities."
To recognize Council participants,
Harding has authorized the striking of
the President's Council Medallion Collection, which depicts the presidents' likenesses on one of four 2.5-inch medallions
and the University seal on the reverse.
The medallions, struck in copper
(Burks), bronze (Ganus), silver (Benson)
and gold (Armstrong) plating, represent
the four giving levels. Donors will be
presented their respective giving leveYs
medallion and all medallions representing the lower levels. As donors graduate
through the giving levels, they will add
those medallions to their collection.
Each medallion comes with its own
wooden stand.
More information on the President's
Council can be found at www.harding.
edujpresidentscouncil.
FALL 2012
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Athletics
Leading ladies
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By ScOTT GooDE, assistant athletic director for sports information

For first-year head volleyball coach Meredith Fear, good is
just not good enough. :> Fear, who previously coached two
seasons at York College, was one of two female head coaches
hired by Harding in the offseason, joining new women's
golf coach Christy Morgan.
"Harding volleyball is a good program," says Fear, who played for the Lady
Bisons from 2004-07, earned All-Gulf
South Conference honors twice, and
remains Harding's career leader in digs
per set (5.02). "We are always around 20
wins and 10 losses. It is not exactly a rut,
but I want my team to want more. My
job is to get them to realize that they can
be a great program and to help them to
become fierce competitors as well."
During her time as a player, Fear had
a quiet focus about her on the court. She
likes to coach that way as well.
'1\.s a coach, I'm laid back," Fear says.
"But at the same time I am a fierce competitor. If things are coming along, and

I am getting what I need from my team,
then I don't think we need a super-intense
environment. I prefer that, but if that is not
getting it done and my team is not reaching its potential, then I can tum it up."
Morgan, the wife ofhead men's basketball coach Jeff Morgan, has had several
different roles at the University, including teaching aerobics, swimming and
lifeguarding classes.
Morgan inherits a program that won
its first conference championship this
spring since its inception in 2005-06.
"I consider myself to be an encourager,"
Morgan says. "Most golfers have a swing
coach that they gain their mechanics from;
I get to be the one who has the day-in and

day-out relationship with them."
Morgan knows that the team will not
play every tournament as well as they did
when they won the inaugural Great American Conference championship in May.
"Some days we will play awfully, and
some days we will play incredibly," Morgan says. "Whatever happens, I want our
women to look back and say what a great
time they had playing golf for the Lady
Bisons and what fun it was to compete
against great players from pretty much
all over the world and to know that they
fully invested themselves in their sport, in
their teammates and in their university."
For both new coaches, the chance to
coach at Harding is something special.
"I have worn many hats since I have
been at Harding, and I think this one will
be a great adventure," Morgan says.
For Fear, "It has always been my hope
and my dream to come back and coach
where I played." That dream has become
a reality. H

Baseball
RECORD: 24-25, 7-17 conference
RECAP: The Bisons used a solid combination of pitching and defense

to compile 24 victories during the 2012 baseball season. Junior Lucas
Waddell, who earned honorable mention All-Great American Conference
honors, was the top-starting pitcher. Waddell compiled a 6-4 record
and a 2.99 ERA. Junior Hayden Shirl~y (3-6, 3.73) and junior Logan
Holthaus (2-5, 4.17) also started during conference games. Sophomores Bronson Smith and Cameron Walker were the team's top two
relievers. Smith was 1-1 with a 2.93 ERA and a team-best six saves,
and Walker was 5-0 with a 3.93 ERA. Offensively, junior Kyle Atkins
earned honorable mention All-GAC honors. Atkins hit .274 and led the
Bisons with 25 stolen bases. Junior Billy Ninemire had the top batting
average at .318 while sophomore Matt Calhoun led the team with four
home runs and 28 runs batted in.

Berryhill Award winners
The Berryhill Award is given to a senior male and female athlete who
possesses the characteristics of athletic excellence, academic achievement, social maturity and spiritual example.
MEN: Chase Presley, starting second baseman, is a career .313 hitter
and is the baseball team's career leader with 172 runs
scored. He is second with 46 doubles and tied for
fourth with 212 career hits. As a junior, Presley hit
.335 and set the Harding single-season records for
runs (64) and doubles (22), leading the team to its
first-ever appearance in the NCAA Tournament. He
graduated in May with a degree in psychology.
WOMEN: In her basketball career, Sierra Rollins was one
of the top all-around players in program history. She
concluded her career ranked third in steals (179), fourth
in blocked shots (69), seventh in rebounds (704), and
ninth in points (1,093). As a senior, she earned Second
Team All-Great American Conference honors despite missing the last 12 games of the season with a knee injury. She
averaged 15.1 points and 9.2 rebounds in the 2011-12 season. She
graduated in May with a degree in exercise science.

Men's golf
RECORD: 53-56 in 11 tournaments
RECAP: Brandon Clark earned Great American Conference Freshman

of the Year honors and led the Bisons to a fifth-place finish at the
GAC Championship. Clark shot 10-over at the three-round conference
championship at Hot Springs (Ark.) Country Club and placed sixth in
the individual competition. For the season, Clark, who garnered honorable mention All-GAC honors, averaged a team-best 76.8 strokes per 18
holes. The team played in 11 tournaments during the season and had
third-place finishes at the Bison Fall Golf Classic and at the Mulerider
Classic. Sophomore Lucas Collins was named to the GAC Academic
Honor Roll.

Women's golf
RECORD: 64-30 in nine tournaments
RECAP: Playing in the final tournament under retiring head coach

Nicky Boyd, the women's golf team defeated seven other Great Ameri-

can Conference schools to
win their first-ever conference
championship. The Lady Bisons
had four golfers finish in the
top 10, including junior Becca
Godman, who placed second
at 17-over in the three-round
event. Freshman Emily Plyler
tied for third, and freshman
Brittany Marquez placed fifth.
Junior So-Yun Kim, a Second
Team All-GAC honoree, tied for
seventh. The Lady Bisons won
two tournaments during the
season. Plyler concluded the
season with an 18-hole average
of 79.7, the lowest single-season average in program history.
Plyler and Marquez both earned
First Team All-GAC honors.

Men's tennis
RECORD: 20-4, 0-3 conference
RECAP: The men's tennis team set a program record by winning its first

19 matches of the season before falling 5-4 at 39th-ranked East Central
University. The Bisons won 116 of their 137 singles matches and 56 of
72 doubles matches. Kittibodee Singnil compiled a 12-1 singles record
and earned GAC Player of the Year and GAC Freshman of the Year. Freshman Jon Mark Rowden played No. 2 singles for the Bisons and finished
with a team-best 15-1 singles record, the third-best single-season
singles record in program history. Junior Adam Edwards went 12-2 in
singles and earned First Team All-GAC honors.

Women's tennis
RECORD: 20-8, 5-1 conference
RECAP: Women's tennis finished second in the regular season in their

first year in the Great American Conference and advanced to the semifinals of the GAC Tournament. Senior Gina Cielo carried a seven-match
winning streak into the season and won her first 12 matches to make
it 19 straight. She led the Lady Bisons with a 20-5 singles record and
combined that with her work in the classroom to earn Capital One Academic All-America honors. Senior Ling Chan and sophomore Benyapa
Phumtip both earned First Team All-GAC, and junior Chelsea Hunt was
Second Team. Sophomore Maria Moreno was 8-1 in singles play and was
named GAC Newcomer of the Year.

Men's outdoor track
HIGHLIGHT: Senior Wojciech Kopec was named All-South Central
Region by the U.S. Track and Field and Cross-Country Coaches Association. He received the honor by virtue of having the third-best
3,000-meter steeplechase time in the region during the 2012 outdoor
track season. Kopec ran a season-best 9 minutes, 12.46 seconds May
11 at the Georgia Tech Invitational and finished the season ranked
26th in Division II in steeplechase.

For the latest sports information,
visit www.hardingsports.com.
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fROM THE GAMES' BEGINNING
IN GREECE UNTIL THIS
SUMMER'S COMPETITION
IN LONDON,
INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS
TAKE AN

Story and photography by

NOAH DARNELL,

international programs administrator

The Olympics are not friendly to records; they tend to be
frequently broken. >Two hundred and nineteen million
Americans tuned in to watch at least one of NBC's 5,535
hours of coverage during the 2012 London Olympics this
summer. This figure makes it the most watched event in
U.S. history. Two hundred and nineteen million viewers dwarf
any Super Bowl many times over, is more than any prior
Olympics (even edging out Beijing in 2008), and takes away the
previous viewership record holder: Neil Armstrong landing on
the moon in 1969.
If given the opportunity to read about history from a book or
to actually see history being played out by participating, there is
simply no comparison. So in the middle of all of the record setting and breaking, 14 students and three faculty ventured forth
under the banner of the Harding Olympic Tour.

·•
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The Harding Olympic
Tour group listens to
their guide, James,
explain the significance of Panathinaiko
Stadium in central
Athens close to the
Acropolis. The stadium
held the first modern
Olympic Games in
Greece in 1896.

When the journey began weeks before the
games, the group realized how ap propriately the Harding International Program
had been named. Dubbed the "HOT"
group to match the other study abroad
programs (like HUG, HU E, HIP, etc. ), the
tour began in mid-July in Athens, which is
one of the hottest times of the year for the
Aegean. The students were resilient, handling a particular tour in downtown Athens on one of the hottest days on record.
Anyone who travels to Greece is likely
to do the standard Greek tours, but the
Olympic Tour was set far apart. Once such
moment of variance included training for
hours with Greek coaches in the shadow
of the Olympic stadium. The HOT group
spent a day at the 2004 Olympic Park
learning about the actual games in which
the ancient Greeks participated- javelin,
discus, shot put and long jump- and
toured the historic facilities. Besides a few

12
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large events per year, the Athens Olympic
Park is only sporadically used and sits
empty most of the time.
From Athens, the HOT group traveled
to Olympia: the birthplace of the Olympics and from which the games take their
name. There were a number of games
scattered around ancient Greece, but the
Olympics were by far the largest. Training
grounds centered on the games covered
the site, and the entire area was deemed
sacred, dedicated to the celebration of Zeus
as the dominant god.
The ascendancy of Rome in the ancient
world changed the games. And, appropriately, Rome was the next stop for the HOT
group. The ancient world saw the games
become more violent. For instance, instead
of boxing with the intent of proving themselves the better boxer- as the Greeks
did at Olympia - the Romans fought with
the intent to severely injure or kill their

opponent, mounting blades or spikes in
their boxing "gloves." While the gladiator
games were not "Olympic" per se, it was
hard for the Greek version to keep anyone's attention when the promise of blood
and gore was right next door. By the time
Christianity became the official religion of
the Roman Empire in the fourth century
A.D ., the ancient Olympic Games declined
alongside violent gladiatorial combat.
Theodosius I outlawed both completely as
a "pagan ritual" in the 390s.
The Olympic Games completely disappeared for almost 1,500 years. The remnants of the most exciting spectacles of the
ancient world were swept under the rug of
changing landscapes -both literally and
politically - and foggy folklore and vagaries
in ancient texts took the place of what was
once a golden age of athletic performance.
It wasn't until Baron Pierre de Coubertin,
fascinated by the idea that a philosophy of
physical education leading to a country's
dominance in the world stage, brought the
idea of the games to the world once again.
In 1896, Coubertin reactivated the Olympic
spirit and returned the games to Athens.
His Panathinaiko Stadium still stands.
Almost every summer Olympics are
exceptional for one reason or another, but
one of the most notorious and historic in
recent memory is the 1972 Munich games,
the next stop on the HOT group's sojourn.
Even while marred by the attack on the
Israeli athletes, the ironically named
"Happy Games" also saw Mark Spitz win
seven gold medals in a single Olympics,
gymnast Olga Korbut steal the world's
hearts, and the USSR defeat the USA
basketball team in the most controversial
game in history (subsequently the USA
team refused the silver medals, and they
still sit in a Swiss vault).
Finally, the HOT group arrived in
London the day before the opening ceremonies. As the firework spectacle lit up
televisions around the world, the students
were hearing it echo through the canyons
of buildings in the dark streets of London.
And for the first week of the games, students had the opportunity to go to three or
four events each.
So. in the midst of all this history,
medals being won and lost, and billions of
viewers around the world, students sought
out to learn a little bit more about the
whole thing that we now call the Olympic
Games. Why do people feel a need to compete? What does the medal tally at the end
actually mean? Where did it all start? Why
is this just the "30th Olympiad?"
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recognize that all P-:.s are not equal, and
the flame iliat fuels their desire to travel
has been ignited. On their transcript, iliey
might have an A right beside the one for
statistics or English where they sat in class
and took tests or turned in reports. But
they will know for that simple A they now
can hear Wembley Stadium cheering, feel
the heat of Athens in July, taste the real
German sausage and seasoned potatoes in
Munich, and feel the soft grass of the lawn
near the Eiffel Tower as it sparkles every
hour after dark.
All learning is good. But whether one's
purpose is to study Michelangelo at the
feet of David, to uncover ancient truths in
Israel, or to study what makes one person
feel compelled to compete against another
and dedicate his or her life to do so, there
may be no better way to learn things such
as this except while traveling. lEi!

2005 alumna Janet Cherobon-Bawcom

shattered her personal-best time and
placed 12th in the 10,000 meters at the
2012 London Olympics Aug. 3.
The University's first-ever graduate to

Janet Cherobon-Bawcom's
official Olympic portrait is from
USA Track & Field.

Training with Greek
senior Peter Mess coaches at the 2004 Athens Olympic Park warm-up field,
Olympic Tour 9rouer wo~ks on his form as he throws a discus. The Harding
P tramed in discus, javelin, long jump and shot put.
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runners,
just under two seconds behind 11thplace Amy Hastings (31:10.69).
Cherobon-Bawcom qualified for the
Olympics by rl!_nning a previous personalbest time of 31:33.50 in Palo Alto,
Calif., in April. She was one of only four
Americans to run below the Olympic "/\'
standard of 31:45.00 required to qualify
, for the Olympics.
In her career as a Lady Bison from
2002-05, Cherobon-Bawcom won three
Division II national championships,
including the outdoor 10,000 meters in
2005 in 34:21.80. She was also a sixtime All-American in track and field and
twice in cross-country.
Tirunish Oibaba of Ethiopia won her second consecutive Olympic gold medal in the
10,000 meters. She finished in 30:20.75,
ahead of Kenyans Sally Kipyego (30:26.37)
and Vivian Cheruiyot (30:30.44).
Cherobon-Bawcom, the 2011 U.S.
road-racing national champion, ran with
the lead pack of 15 runners through the
first 4,000 meters. Midway through the
race she was near the back of that group.
As the race continued, the pack
thinned out, and the three American runners ran together the last half.
On campus, a crowd of more than 300
fans and friends, including CherobonBawcom's sister Joan Cheptum ('12),
watched the race on two giant screens
in Charles White Dining Hall. Jocelyn
Tovar of KARK News 4, the NBC affiliate
in Little Rock, Ark., was on hand for the
watch party and filmed a segment that
aired across the state. H -Scott Goode

By

HANNAH BEALL,

photography by

JEFF MONTGOMERY

2012 spring commencement exercises marked the end of an
87-year-old tradition and the beginning of a new one.
Preparations for graduation were still made for around 750 students. The program was
still printed, the venue was still decorated, and the speakers were still selected. But for the first
time in almost nine decades, the University held not one, but two, graduation ceremonies.
In 1999, University administrators decided to move commencement exercises from
GeorgeS. Benson Auditorium into Ganus Athletic Center due to the growing number of
students. This year, due to continually increasing enrollment, the traditional single graduation ceremony was split into two and moved back into Benson Auditorium.
"We have simply run out of space in Ganus Athletic Center," said Provost Larry Long.
"Commencement crowds of more than 6,000 for May ceremonies have created standing
room only situations. It is just not a conducive or comfortable atmosphere for a graduation."
Graduates in the first ceremony represented the Colleges of Arts and Humanities, Bible and
Ministry, Business Administration, and Education. The second ceremony included graduates
from the Colleges of Allied Health, Sciences, Nursing and, for the first time ever, Pharmacy.
Each ceremony featured its own keynote speaker. Dr. Michael Claxton, associate professor of English, was the keynote speaker for the 9 a.m. ceremony, and Dr. Hewitt W. Matthews, dean of Mercer University's College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences in Atlanta,
was the keynote speaker at 1 p.m.
"Seating in the Benson Auditorium is much nicer than the bleachers in Ganus Athletic
Center," Long said. '~nd each commencement ceremony was shorter since not as many
graduates received degrees as was the case in the single ceremony." H
16 I Harding I FALL
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Into
the

Mallory

Garfield Turner

Mallory Garfield Turner first
discovered her love of pharmacy in
a chemistry class at her high school
in Cannon, Ariz. After a conversation with her teacher about health
care professions, Turner started
considering what she could do.
"I knew I didn't really want to be
a doctor because I didrit want to be
in school that long," Turner said.
"When I started looking at other options, I found pharmacy. It seemed
like a great way to use the knowledge
I had and to take care of people."
During high school, Turner took
a job at a local pharmacy to see if
she would enjoy the field. After
working the rest of high school and
every chance she got during college
breaks, she realized how much she
loved it and decided to search for a
good pharmacy school.
After reading an article in the
Christian Chronicle about the University beginning its own college of
pharmacy, she knew that this was
where she wanted to be. After two
years at York College in Nebraska,
Turner transferred to Harding her
junior year, completed the prerequisites, and then began pharmacy
school. In addition to working
closely with the University's Upward Bound program and completing an international rotation in
Africa, Turner was very involved
with student pharmacy societies,
including Student Society of Health
System Pharmacists and American
Pharmacists Association. Though
residencies after graduation are optional, currently Turner is completing a one-year residency at Central
Arkansas Veterans Healthcare
System in Little Rock, Ark.
"It's a really good thing for me
to do if I decide to go into clinical
work or teach someday," Turner

said. "The residency is set up like
the fourth year of pharmacy school,
but it's a little more structured,
and I am doing a different rotation
every month."
Turner's long-term plan is to
be a faculty member in a college
of pharmacy at a Christian school.
Her interest in academia sparked
during her second year of pharmacy
school when she was awarded a
scholarship to attend the College
of Pharmacy faculty meeting in
Texas. After attending that meeting
twice and teaching at University

of Arkansas for Medical Sciences
through her residency, she found
she really enjoyed teaching.
Graduating with the inaugural
class, Turner feels that she got an
experience at Harding that could
not have been had anywhere else.
"We got close to our faculty
members and staff, and it was so
special to be such a small group,"
Turner said. "We really had to be
trailblazers and develop the organizations and set the standards for
the classes that would follow us. It
was really neat."

FALL 2012

I Harding I 19

Sam

Meredith

Vance

At Delta State University in 2005,
it did not take long for Meredith
Vance to realize that her current
major just wasn't for her. After her
first semester of nursing school at
the Cleveland, Miss., college, Vance
knew she needed to find another
career path.
''After one semester, I realized
nursing was a lot of stuff I did not

want to deal with," Vance said.
''After talking with my adviser and
taking her pharmacology class, I
realized that I loved learning about
how drugs affect the body. I knew
from then on that pharmacy was
where I was supposed to be."
Vance learned about Harding's
program through her adviser. Once
she suggested the idea, Vance applied

I have never attended any school where I felt that
every one of my teachers truly wanted me to succeed
and would do anything in their power to help me."
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knowing that was where she wanted
to be. She also feels like her experience within the University's College
of Pharmacy was like no other.
"We all worked together to get
everyone to graduation," Vance
said. "If there were study guides for
a test, several people would split up
the work and send the final product
out to the entire class. It wasn't each
man for himself."
Coming from a college with a
relatively small enrollment, Vance
was used to small class sizes. But
what was most unusual to her
were the relationships students had
with professors.
"The faculty and staff at Harding cannot be matched," Vance
said. "I have never attended any
school where I felt that every one
of my teachers truly wanted me to
succeed and would do anything in
their power to help me. That is the
quality that sets Harding apart from
the many other pharmacy schools."
Throughout her rotations with
the program, Vance learned that she
really enjoyed hospital pharmacy.
Now, working as a pharmacist at
Greenwood Leflore Hospital in
Greenwood, Miss. , Vance says she
truly enjoys going to work every day.
"I was lucky enough to find a job
in that area, and I love it," Vance
said. "I am working with a wonderful group of people, and we work
as a team."

Sam Hubler grew up in small-town
Gore, Okla. After graduating high
school, Hubler served as a missionary in Chile and received a Spanish
degree from Northeastern State
University. Soon after he returned
from Chile, a pharmacist he met
at church expressed a need for a
Spanish-speaking person to work in
a local pharmacy. He took the job,
fell in love with the field, and never
looked back.

"I love people, and I love pharmacy," Hubler said. "It's a great way to
help people."
When Hubler heard that Harding was starting a pharmacy
program, he applied immediately.
He was accepted into the University
and University of Oklahoma.
"I had a big decision to make,"
Hubler said. "Should I pay in-state
tuition and stay dose to home or
should I move away? My wife and

Hubler

I prayed about it and felt like we
should be at Harding. So, we made
the move, and it's been really good
for our family."
Hubler joined the Air Force
during his third year of pharmacy
school, and, after graduating in
May, he, his wife and three children
moved to Buckley Air Force Base in
Aurora, Colo. Hubler now works in
the clinic on base providing services
to active duty military members,
their families and retirees. He also
plans to complete a residency in the
Air Force within a couple of years.
Eventually, Hubler said that he would
like to open his own pharmacy.
"I like independent, small, momand-pop pharmacies where you get
a lot of service," Hubler said. "I like
the contact with the patients and
following up with people."
»

Fully accredited
In addition to graduating
its first class of pharmacists, the
College of Pharmacy was granted full
accreditation status by the Accreditation Council for
Pharmacy Education in July. The program was given the
customary two-year term for a new program receiving
full accreditation status extending until June 30, 2014.
"The graduation of the inaugural class from the
college of pharmacy represents the combined efforts
of many administrators, faculty, staff and students
working together to accomplish a dream," said Dr. Julie
Hixson-Walla ce, dean of the University's College of
Pharmacy. "It is definitely a group effort and the final
product is a well-rounded pharmacy professional who
can proudly stand next to any pharmacy graduate in the
country and feel able to compete." H
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I attended Harding for a degree. But even more importantly,
I attended Harding to better use the gifts I was given to bring
people closer to the one who made all things possible."

Kyle
Celia Proctor grew up loving chemistry, biology, and anatomy and
physiology. After graduating from
high school in Harrison, Ark., Proctor moved to Conway to attend University of Central Arkansas where
she received a degree in biology.
"Pharmacy was able to encompass a lot of things I enjoyed like
chemistry, science, and the interaction with patients," Proctor said. "I
really like the health care field, and
pharmacy was a really good fit."
Proctor still wasn't sure what
career path to pursue once she secured a degree in biology. After getting a job at Walmart as a pharmacy
technician and working at Arkansas
Children's Hospital for three years,
she decided to apply to pharmacy
school and was accepted into Harding's program.
In addition to being the class
president and participating in various student pharmacist organiza-

Celia Proctor
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tions, Proctor was heavily involved
with giving diabetes and blood pressure screenings at the Get Down
Downtown festival in Searcy.
"It's so amazing what a drug can
do," Proctor said. "Somebody with
high blood pressure can take something, and it makes them feel better."
After graduating, Proctor began
a two-year health system administration residency in Tune with Tohns
Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore,
Md. During the first year of her
residency, she will work closely with
physicians and nurses and on multidisciplinary teams. The second year
will be focused on administration.
Proctor's long-term plan is to

go into teaching. In 20 years, she
hopes to be a director of a pharmacy program at an educational institution or a director of a pharmacy.
She believes that the hands-on
training she has received through
the College of Pharmacy has prepared her to play a role like this.
"''ve enjoyed everything I've
been able to experience," Proctor
said. "Harding has given me so
many opportunities. From industry
and doing a rotation in Australia,
to working here with administration and going to D.C. to work on a
military base, all the things that I've
been able to do have been because
of Harding."

Kyle King, a Burleson, Texas, native, began his pharmacy career
in high school. A church friend of
King who worked as a pharmacy
technician at CVS Pharmacy set
him up with a job at the same store
and introduced him to Harding.
"Pharmacy seemed right up
my alley in terms of future career
prospects," King said. "So, I came
to Harding, and God did the rest."
Following graduation, King
moved back to Burleson to work
as a pharmacist in the same CVS
Pharmacy in which he started. Already familiar with the supervisors
and managers within the district,
King was offered the position during his second year of pharmacy
school. Though his experience so
far has been positive, he admits that
the fast-paced atmosphere can get
hectic at times.
"I have to remind myself to slow
down when patient interactions
present themselves, such as during
counseling and drug recommenda-

tions," King said. "It is times like
these that I feel a difference can
actually be made."
Ultimately, King hopes to one day
go into pharmacy research. Though
it may require furthering his education or teaching, his desire is to be
in an environment with the resourc-

King

es to develop something new or
beneficial in the field of pharmacy.
"I attended Harding for a degree," King said. "But even more
importantly, I attended Harding to
better use the gifts I was given to
bring people closer to the one who
made all things possible." H
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1964
John Belasco retired after 34
years of preaching in Michigan
with 28 years at the same congregation. He is continuing to
teach personal work workshops.
He has been a major fundraiser
for church projects and taught
young missionaries how to
raise their own support. (507
Main St., Kinde, MI 48445)

1966
Benny Gooden was installed July
19 as the American Association
of School Administrators' president for 2012-13. He is superintendent of Fort Smith (Ark.)
Public Schools and is a visiting
assistant professor at University
of Arkansas at Fayetteville. He is
a member of the AASA Executive Committee and previously
served on its governing board.
He is well known in AASA as
the director of the Singing Superintendents. He and his wife,
Martha Pitner ('67), have three
children. (0304 N. 50th St., Fort
Smith, AR 72904)

1967
Jake and Marilyn Griffin Vincent
celebrated their 45th wedding
anniversary June 1. After Jake received his Master of Divinity in
missions from Abilene Christian University, the couple went
to Buenos Aires, Argentina, for
14 years where they planted
churches. Upon their return,
Jake began preaching at the
Eighth & Harrison Church of
Christ in Harlingen, Texas, and
has remained in that position
the last 25 years while Marilyn
has taught and served in administration in elementary schools
until her recent retirement. They
have two sons, Joel ('94) and
Benjy ('99); and a daughter, Ann
Gonzalez ('94). (819 E. Carrol St.,
Harlingen, TX 78550)

1969
John Freeman was installed as
the 2012-13 chairman of the Arkansas Bankers
Association
May 10. He is
president of
Liberty Bank
of Arkansas in
Jonesboro and
is a graduate of
Southwest Graduate School of
Banking at Southern Methodist University and Graduate
School of Bank Investments at
the University of Illinois. He
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earned a Foundation of Banking
diploma at the American Institute of Banking. He serves as a
member of the Arkansas State
Bank Department Board and
Lyon College Advisory Board
and is on the board of directors
for United Way of Northeast
Arkansas, St. Bernards Medical
Center, the Arkansas Bankers
Association, and the Jonesboro
Economic Development Corp.
He is McAdams-Frierson chair
of Bank Management Advisory
Committee at Arkansas State
University, chairman of ASU
Research and Development Institute, on the ASU Chancellor's

Cabinet, and is chairman of the
Northeast Arkansas Industrial
Development Commission. His
wife, Lois Cooper, retired after
teaching 39 years in the elementary classroom. They have two
daughters. (21 Plantation Oak
Lane, Jonesboro, AR 72401)

Arts Center Director's Circle,
and Harding's President's
Development Council. She and
her husband, Phil ('74) , have
two children. (8 Valley Club
Circle, Little Rock, AR 72212)
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Bill Searcy completed the last
four units of Clinical Pastoral
Education April 27 by doing
four chaplaincy internships
at Duke University Hospital
in Durham, N.C. The units
were in neurology, palliative
and end-of.life care, pediatric
ICU and pediatrics, and heart,
pulmonary, dialysis and transplants. He works as the pastoral counselor for the Brooks
Avenue Church of Christ in
Raleigh, N.C. (212 Old Colony
Way, Rocky Mount, NC 27804;
whsearcy@me.com)

Annette Cone Herrington is a
certified public accountant and
the District 2 representative for
the Arkansas Educational Television Network Commission.
She is a member of the Central
Arkansas Library Systems
Board of Trustees, the Arkansas

Lessons from
the gridiron
To Kenwick Thompson ('92), football
is more than a game played on a Saturday afternoon - it's the camaraderie
built on the field.
Having never been to Arkansas before attending the University, his Bison
teammates "were my Lifeline," Thompson says. "The relationship on and off
the field was crucial for me. The game
of football is more about what you learn from the game than it
is the actual game. [My teammates] meant everything to me off
the field as well."
It was that important bond that brought him back to
the gridiron. Now the assistant head coach for University of
California (Harding's only alumnus coaching at the Division I
level), Thompson strives to influence the young men he trains
the same way coach Ronnie Huckeba did him. "Coach Huckeba
played a big part in influencing the direction my life was going
in, and I wanted to be able to return the favor- to do what
was done for me through my coaches. I saw the joy and happiness that it brought them through the game of football."
So, Thompson left his job in sales to pursue his coaching
career with the help of his former coach. "When I decided to
make the career switch, I called Coach Huck and talked to him
about it," says Thompson. "He had always tried to talk me into
coaching. He wanted me to stay in it even though I was graduating with a degree in business, but I just felt like I needed to
finish that track and see where it led me, and eventually I was
led back to coaching."
Between training current players in their on-field performance, recruiting new team members, and mentoring those
young men, being an assistant coach is a 24-hour job, according
to Thompson, and for him the greatest reward is seeing those
young men he's coached grow into successful adults. "That's the
reason I was attracted to the game because my coaches did that
for me - helped me grow as a young man on and off the field."
For Thompson, the game is more about cultivating strong
men than passes and tackles. "The root of coaching is to influence each young man in a way I hope someday someone will do
-jennifer Hannigan
for my two boys." H

1977

1978
Rod Dollins was selected as a
board member for Christian
Academy of Greater St. Louis.
He retired in 2009 after more
than 31 years in public schools
as a teacher and principal in
the Poplar Bluff and Montgomery County School Districts
in Missouri. He currently is
an adjunct professor of social
sciences at Hannibal-LaGrange
University. His wife, Susan
Rector ('79), is manager of finance and accounting at Cuivre
River Electric Cooperative. They
have two children, Jordan and
Brette. (433 BluffDrive, Troy,
MO 63379)

1979

Linda MacDonald-Bates has
worked as a registered nurse 33
years with 12 of those years at
Vanderbilt University Medical
Center in Nashville, Tenn., as
a chemotherapy nurse in the
cancer clinic. She received the
Vanderbilt Credo Award in
2011. She and her husband,
Gary, live on a farm and rescue
abused and neglected animals.
(5536 Hickory Ridge Road,
Lebanon, TN 37090)

1981
Linda Hilbun
Bonnin has
been appointed
vice president
of communications, public
relations and
marketing at
University of Memphis. She has

worked at the university since
1997 and served as associate
vice president since 1999.
(5566 Bayberry Cove, Memphis,
TN 38120)
Kevin Rayner is the community
care and senior adult minister at
Edmond Church of Christ. (3000
Talon Road, Edmond, OK 73013)

1983
Arthur C. Woods III was appointed assistant headmaster
and chief development of.
ficer at Lipscomb Academy in
Nashville, Tenn. His wife , Kim
Fielder ('79), is on the faculty.
They have three sons, Ben ('09),
Jonathan and Alex. (300 W. Fork
Court, Nashville, TN 37220)

1985
Jerry Justice is founder and
chief executive officer of The
Aspirations Institute LLC,
which provides speaking and
training services to corporations
and churches globally; chief
operating officer of AS-Group
LLC, a management consulting firm; and a member of the
board of directors of Working
Wardrobes. (P.O. Box 61273,
Irvine, CA 92602)

1989
Allan and Savannah Morley
Hubbard announce the birth of
a daughter, Truly Lynn, Feb. 24.
They also have five other children, Ellie, Noah, Jonah, Elijah
and Ezekiel. (112 Burnet Forest
Cove, Elgin, TX 78621)

1990
Jackie Dawsey is 2012 Teacher
of the Year at Howe Middle
School. She is a seventh-grade
language arts and gifted and
talented teacher. She and her
husband, Bruce, have two
children. (1119 Schneider Road,
Howe, TX 75459)

1993

Jason and Shannon Fowler Atkins started a media company,
Harbinger Media Partners LLC.
They released their first feature
film in September titled "Unconditional." They have four
children, Nicole, Nathaniel,
Sage and Laney. (950 Pine
Creek Falls Road, Smithville,
TN 37166)
Jason Foster is the chief investigative counsel for Iowa Republican Sen. Chuck Grassley on
the Senate Judiciary Commit-

( ALMA MATTERS ]

Leading by example
By L r z HowELL, assistant to the president for alumni and parent relations
Yearbooks have always fascinated me. When
I was in high school, I would spend hours perusing the college annuals in the
library during study hall. and
the ones from then Harding
College were my favorites. By
today's standards, I would be
labeled as a stalker.
At that time, Harding AcadLiz Howell
emy was in the back of the Petit
Jean, and I felt like I knew these families before
I met them. I formed my idyllic perceptions of
beautiful people with perfect families and perfect
lives, and, as a freshman, the myth survived.
In 1987 we moved back to Searcy, and I began to know the people whom I had admired on
a personal level. After 25 years, I still believe
that Harding is the best place on earth, not because of beautiful people with perfect families
and perfect lives, but because of the commitment demonstrated by people who love God.
In July when Coach John Prock died after
a lengthy illness, I witnessed a pattern had
emerged. His wife, Charlene, cared for him at
home 11 years with the support of the West Side
congregation and Harding's public safety. Then,
I remembered Treva Pryor and Bessie Mae Pryor's
loving devotion in caring for their husbands, Dr.
Neale and Dr. Joe, respectively. With the help of
their families and College church members, the
same pattern of care was demonstrated.
As I began to look at these women, I kept
thinking they are steel magnolias. The dictionary defines the word steel as "strong, durable,
unflinching in character" and the word magnolia
as "any of the various evergreen or deciduous
trees of the genus magnolia, cultivated for their
showy flowers."
Writer Mary Lynn Hatfield explains that a
tee. His wife, Suzannah Lepper
('94), homeschools their three
children, Ian, Evelynn and Jess.
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Rebecca Evans married Travis
Autry March 5, 2011. They are
living on Kwajalein Atoll in the
Marshall Islands where Travis is
employed by the Department of
Defense. (P.O. Box 1834, CMR
701, APO, AP 96555-0018)
Allyson Olliff Sheumaker was
promoted to general manager
at The Chronicle-News in Trinidad, Colo. (720 Pine St., Trini-

steel magnolia is the combination of the two
definitions above and much more. "She is the
very essence of strength combined with femininity. She is a woman who enjoys being a woman
and is well aware of the power that comes with
it. She is the backbone of her family, in good
times and bad; and 'family' means so much more
than just blood kin to her- it encompasses
anyone to whom she is tied by heartstrings. She
takes great pleasure in being there for those she
loves and in filling their needs. She will even
put her own needs on the back burner to do this
and never give it a second thought."
As for these being beautiful people, to me
they still are. As for perfect families, we all
know that is an oxymoron. As for perfect lives,

these families have experienced all kinds of
heartaches, disappointments, untimely deaths,
difficult situations, lengthy illnesses and the
trouble Jesus described in John 16:33, "I have
told you these things, so that in me you may
have peace. In this world you will have trouble.
But take heart! I have overcome the world."
By Charlene, Treva and Bessie Mae's examples
of faith, hope, love, commitment and dedication, we are inspired to become better people,
honor our vows, and experience the dignity,
peace and grace of a Christian life of service. H

dad, CO 81082; asheumaker@
trinidadchroniclenews.com)

1996
Laura Jewell Tyree has published a book titled Sermonettes

From Sebastian:
A Dog's Advice
on Relationship
With the Master.
Her husband,
Jesse ('98),
is a technical
support specialist atAWMI. (1455 Iowa Ave.,
Colorado Springs, CO 80909)

1997

Grey Powell is campus minister
at Central Arkansas Christian
School and a football coach.
His wife, Sharon Douglass ('96),
is after-school care coordinator and teaches a Bible class at
CAC. They have four children.
(2108 Peach Tree Drive, Little
Rock, AR 72211)

1998
Robert and Kathryn George
Hamilton announce the birth of
a daughter, Elise jean: April 27.
Rob is a software eng~neer for
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~ oUTSTANDING ALUMNI

College ofAllied Health
Sarah Kate Epperson, '07
• General medicine physician assistant
with Partners in Progress on the Ship of
Life along the Mekong River, Cambodia
• English Bible teacher at the Best Center
in Phnom Penh, Cambodia
• Former cardiology physician assistant at
Searcy Medical Center

By

JENNIFER HANNIGAN

Each year the University recognizes graduates who have attained great
accomplishments within their field- whether it is in the mission field, hospital,
classroom or office. These distinguished and outstanding alumni have earned
the respect of those around them while serving God, family and community.
For their shining example, 11 alumni will be honored at Homecoming Oct. 26
during the Black and Gold Banquet.

College ofArts and Humanities
Leon Sanderson, '54
. Full-time associate minister with the
White Station church in Memphis, Tenn.
• Received M.A., M.R.E., M.Th. and D.Min.
degrees from Harding School of Theology
• Dissertation is titled, "Empowering
Senior Adults Through the Role of
Grandpa renting"

College of Bible and Ministry
Dwight Albright, '70
• Minister, missionary and missionary in
residence for Park Avenue Church of
Christ in Memphis, Tenn.
• Missionary in Japan and embarked on
his 15th annual trip this year
• Assisted the establishment of and
continuing to support the Japan School
of Evangelism for training ministers and
encouraging congregations in Japan

College of Business Administration
Lynn Wright, '83
• Area president of Regions Bank for
Arka nsas
• Former chief operating officer in the
western region for the bank
• Serves on the board of Youth Home Inc.
and Arkansas Bankers Association

College of Education

[> DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI

[> OUTSTANDING YOUNG ALUMNI

Keith Stotts ('55) serves as chancellor of Ohio Valley
University in Vienna, W.Va., a university whose origins
began on the Harding University campus. He and his wife,
Joan Oliver ('55), were members of an organization that
desired to start a Christian college in the North. The former
president of OVU, Stotts championed the cause of the college, increasing the enrollment and advancing the institution's academic programs. He began his role as president
in 1977 and served for 21 years before becoming the first
chancellor in 1998. The college's trustees reappointed him
as president in 2009, and he returned to his position as
chancellor in 2011.
Joan worked tirelessly alongside her husband, dedicating herself to this effort and their family. The couple,
married 61 years, has two sons and attends Grand Central
Church of Christ.

In their work with LivingStone International University,
Phillip ('96) and Laura Rice ('94) Shero strive to equip
Africans spiritually and intellectually so that they may
transform their nations. Located in Mbale, Uganda, LIU
offers courses that are valuable to African society, as well
as spiritual guidance and instruction in Biblical principles.
Shero serves as vice chancellor and president, currently
working to help LIU achieve accreditation from the National Council for Higher Education.
Laura works as dean of arts for the university, developing the liberal arts program, which she oversees. The
couple has three children, Malachi, Israel and Annalise.
Their mission work is overseen by The Hills Church of Christ
in Fort Worth, Texas.
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Bill Barden, '64
• Taught biology, science, math and Bible
and coached track and football at Harding Academy of Searcy for 38 years
• Football coaching record 205-49-1,
earning three state championships
· Harding University Distinguished Service
Award winner, 1986

College of Nursing
Kyle Vath, '05
• Clinical coordinator for Crossroad Health
Center in Cincinnati, Ohio
• International Health Care Foundation
board member
• American Red Cross shelter volunteer

College of Sciences
Esther Pipkin, '90
• Child life specialist for Arkansas Children's Hospital
• Coordinator and developer of the
!.A.I. L.S. Program (therapeutic animal
Inte rvention lifts spirits)
· Co?sultant for hospitals interested in an
arnma l assisted therapy program

CACI, and Kathryn is vice president of marketing and communications for NAIOP. (4708
Lewis Woods Court, Chantilly,
VA 20151)
Braden Stewart married Tiffany
Hensley May 26. Braden is
athletic director for Northland
Christian School in Houston
where he also coaches girls
basketball and softball. (14777
Wunderlich Drive, #1502,
Houston, TX 77069).
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Kathy Keller Burnett was
honored as Teacher of the Year
at Arlington Christian School
in Fairburn, Ga., for 2011-12 .
She has taught at Arlington for
12 years and is currently a fifth.
grade teacher. Her husband,
Trent, is an airline painter for
Delta Airlines. They have two
children, Brodie and Bradley.
(175 Prescott Court, Newnan,
GA 30265)
Jeremiah and Tracy James Rogers
announce the birth of a daughter, Daisy Anne, June 19. They
also have another daughter, Lilly
Marie. Jeremiah is a firefighter
in Franklin, Tenn., and Tracy is a
homemaker. (315 Porter Circle,
Columbia, TN 38401).

2000
Brian Bush is executive vice president for Oklahoma Council of
Public Affairs. He and his wife,
Becca Lewis, have two children,
Tyler and Melynn. (3612 N.E.
140th Terrace Court, Edmond,
OK 73013; bbushl2@att.net)
Sallie Chase married Clark Callahan Oct. 1, 2011. They both work
for the New York City Depart·
ment of Education where Sallie is
a teacher for the blind. (116 East
Ave., New Canaan, CT 06840)
Clint and Rachel Spencer announce the birth of a daughter,
Marion Jayne, Oct. 20, 2011.
They also have two other children, Roselyn and Nolan. (860
33rd St. S.E., Paris, TX 75460)

2001
Alan and Melissa Williamson
Bender announce the birth of
a son, Levi Thomas, June 14.
Alan is an accounting manager
with Wal-Mart, and Melissa is
a homemaker. They also have a
daughter, Ava LeeAnn. (194 Hailey Drive, Centerton, AR 72719)
Javier and Lora Beth Jubela
Escalante announce the birth

of a son, Sol Marino, April 28.
Lora Beth earned her doctorate in May from University of
Texas in San Antonio. Javier is
a deputy sheriff, and Lora Beth
is a second-grade dual language
teacher. (122B Ranch Drive,
Boerne, TX 78015; lorabeth
escalante@gmail.com)
Emily Spencer Harris is a men·
tal health therapist at Barium
Springs Home for Children in
intensive in-home services. She
and her husband, Gary, have
four children. (468 Parsons
Way, Franklin, NC 28734;
eksharris@aol.com)
Eric and Rachel Connors Hilker
announce the birth of a daugh·
ter, Esme Michele, Jan. 31. Eric
served two years tour duty in
Iraq while in the U.S. Marine
Corps and is now a student at
Gordon College. Rachel is a
licensed marriage and family
therapist at Quadra Counseling
Associates as well as having
her own practice. (29 Broadway,
Beverly, MA 01915; rachel.
hilker@ gmail.com)
Shane and Carla Shehorn
Ireland announce the birth of a
son, Quinton Miles, July 4. They
also have a daughter, Adrianna
Glynn. Shane is a supervising
lead tech at Communications
Unlimited Inc. , and Carla is a
homemaker. (5 Eduardo Drive,
Granite City, IL 62040)

2002
Ryan and Katrina Austin Cook
announce the birth of a son,
Caleb Frank, April24. They
also have a daughter, Abigail.
Katrina received her Ph.D. in
literacy education from Ohio
State University December
2011. (S25S Brandy Oaks Lane,
Columbus, OH 43220; ryania@
yahoo.com)
Andy ('03) and Lindsay Young
Cox announce the birth of a
son, James Casen, Jan. 29. They
also have two daughters, Anna
and Ava. Andy is a national
accounts manager for McNeilus
Truck Manufacturing, and Lindsay is a homemaker. (865 16th
St. S.E. , Owatonna, MN 55060)
Howard and Julie Newsom
Mooney announce the birth of a
son, Colin Alexander, April10,
2012. Howard is a regional con·
troller with RealManage, and
Julie is senior marketing analyst
with Windstream Communi·
cations. (1149 Knightsbridge
Drive, Frisco, TX 75034)

Brent and Rachael Goad Smith
announce the birth of a son,
Jude Phillip, July 10, 2011. They
also have two other sons, Caleb
and Isaac. Brent is a claims
representative for Union Pacific
Railroad, and Rachael works part
time as a nurse practitioner at
Cardiology and Medicine Clinic
in Little Rock. (3117 Greenfield
Drive, Bryant, AR 72022)

2003
Heath ('01) and Hannah Alexander Carpenter announce the
birth of a son, Thomas Alexander
Jones, May 8. They have three
other children, Tristin, Silas and
Enid. Heath is an instructor of
English at Harding. (1100 W.
Arch Ave., Searcy, AR 72143)
Jonathan and Brandie Wilson
Reynolds announce the birth of a
son, Warren West, July 20. They
have another son, Wallace. Jonathan is treasurer for El Dorado
& Wesson Railway, and Brandie
is a homemaker. (1620 O'Rear
Road, ElDorado, AR 71730)
Bill Tarrant completed his training at MD Anderson Cancer
Hospital in Houston and ac·
cepted a position with a private
pathology group in Rutland, Vt.
His wife, Emily Julian ('06), is
a practice manager for an oral
and maxillofacial surgeon. (29
Squires Road, North Clarendon,
VT 05759)
Peyton ('04) and Yahna Moss
Tucker announce the birth of a
daughter, Lucy Renee, Feb. 24.
They have another daughter,
Mattie Grace. (120 Keystone
Drive, Fenton MO 63026)
Douglas and Danielle Wood an·
nounce the birth of a daughter,
Fiona Lane, April16. (316 32nd
St., San Pedro, CA 90731)

2004
Kristi Lowery Belt and her
husband, Taylor, have been
houseparents for Albuquerque
Christian Children's Home for
the past year. Taylor has accepted
a position as worship minister
for Sugar Grove Church of
Christ, and Kristi is a homemaker. They have a son, Carter. (9314
Sanford Road, Houston, TX
77031; kristibelt@gmail.com)
Philip and Claire Davidson
Draper announce the birth of
a son, Ezekiel Reagan, May 12.
(201 Westfield Drive, Nashville,
TN 37221; clairedavidson
draper@gmail.com)
Nathan Lang is the assistant
FALL 2012
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principal of Northwest High
School in Clarksville, Tenn.
He is completing his Doctor
of Education degree. He and
his wife, Stephanie Shannon
('02), h ave two children. (3107
Clydesdale Drive, Clarksville,
TN 37043)
Jonathan and Amber Larson
White announce the birth of a
son, Timothy Jaden, Feb. 27.
Jonathan is an assistant professor of engineering at Harding,
and Amber is a homemaker.
(601 Chesapeake Drive, Searcy,
AR 72143)

2005
Scott ('04) and Alison Brown
Colvin announce the birth of a
daughter, Sophia Grace, March
22. Scott is a minister at Southern Maine Church of Christ,
and Alison is a speech-language
pathologist. (31 Rose Terrace
Circle, Arundel, ME 04046)
Larry and Julee Byram Isenhower announce the birth of a
son, Liam Davis, May 18. Larry
is a research scientist at University ofWisconson at Madison,
and Julee teaches high school
chemistry. (1735 Norman Way,
Madison, WI 53705)
Aaron and Berni Gray Kuzemchak
announce the birth of son, Daniel Austin, March 3. (1005 Deputy
Court, Glen Allen, VA 23059)
Steven and Mindy Haney
Wilber announce the birth of
a son, Andrew Christopher,
March 29. Steven is a software
engineer, and Mindy is a registered nurse. (6011 W. 110th
Plain, Westminster, CO 80020;
mrswilbur@gmail.com)

2006
Justin and Lindsay Adams
Hunton announce the birth of
a daughter, Paisley Shane, Feb.
8. They also have a son, Riley.
(5020 Hidden Court, Cumming, GA 30040)
Nathan looney ('07) married
laura Ashley May 19. Nathan is
the assistant sports information
director for Harding, and Laura
is the administrative assistant
in the music department. (5
Foxboro Drive, Searcy, AR
72143; nclooney@harding.edu)
Neil Rampy received a Master
of Social Work degree from
George Warren Brown School
of Social Work at Washington
University in St. Louis . Neil
has been commissioned as an
ensign in the U.S. Navy and is
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a clinical social worker in the
Medical Service Corps. He and
his wife, Angie Mowrer, have a
son, Brett. (9792 Chirping Way,
Jacksonville, FL 32222)

2007
Jonathan ('06) and Erin Springer Guin announce the birth of a
son, Daniel James, May 2. Jonathan works as a tax attorney for

Life in Mabel's house
Elizabeth Harrell ('02) Owen is a wife,
mom, freelance writer, and, as of 2011,
a published author. Even before she
could read or write, Owen admits that
she would find pieces of paper and
scribble what she thought looked like
writing on them. A Mountain View, Ark.,
native, she has been writing ever since
she was old enough to hold a pencil.
"I grew up swimming in creeks and
wondering why I loved living in a weird
little town," Owen said. "Now I realize that if I hadn't lived
there I might not have anything to write about."
Owen came to Harding to major in English knowing she
wanted to eventually publish a book. After graduating, she went
to work in the University's Office of Alumni Relations.
"I had always thought that you were either a writer or had
a job; that it was all or nothing," Owen said. "But I worked for
Liz Howell, and I saw that while she had a career she loved, she
also had outside interests like gardening and party and wedding
planning. I realized that it was possible to do both."
After working in Alumni Relations, Owen went to University of Arkansas in Little Rock where she now works for a vice
chancellor. Owen enjoys having a job with typical working hours
because it gives her time to write.
In her blog - named "Mabel's House" for the family's shnauzerjminiature pincher- her husband, Matt, daughter, Jane, and
everyday life experiences are common subjects. In her first post
titled "Our First Home" on March 22, 2007, she writes, "I am passionate about decorating and all things house related. Unfortunately for me, I'm not able to make a living at what I'm passionate
about. But it would seem that blogging about it, and reading what
others are inspired by, is a good outlet for all my enthusiasm."
Since then, she has posted more than 1,600 times and averages around 100,000 views per month. Her blog and other work
have been featured in At Home in Arkansas, Apartment Therapy,
Design Sponge and Better Homes and Gardens. In October 2011,
Owen published her first book.
"Getting a book published was much more complicated
than I ever could have imagined," she said. "Finding a literary
agent was really the first gigantic hurdle. I'd written a couple
of things before My (Not So) Storybook Life and tried to find
agents for them. It was a total bust."
After searching for a year, Owen decided to move on and
write something else. But something kept pulling her back to My
(Not So) Storybook Life. Eventually, she got in contact with an
agent who guided her through the process of publication, and,
in 2012, the book hit stores.
No matter what she is writing, Owen consistently manages to
charm readers with her clever humor. As she draws from her own
personal experiences and passions, it's clear to see that there's
never a dull moment in Mabel's House. H
-Hannah Beall

Ernst & Young, and Erin is a
homemaker after working for
New England Organ Bank. (20
Summer St.,# 603, Maiden,
MA02148)
Derek and Sarah Harvey Thomason announce the birth of a
son, Maverick Daniel, Jan. 28,
2011. They have another son,
Wyatt. Derek is a therapist at
Capstone Treatment Center in
Judsonia, Ark. , and Sarah is a
homemaker. (90 Rebecca Lane,
Searcy, AR 72143)

and is owner of Smart Cookie
computer Services. and Catelyo
is a speech-language pathologist
at Pediatrics Plus. (15351 H wy
5, #416, Cabot, AR 72023)

2008

2010

Brian ('09) and Megan Hitt
Jones announce the birth of
a son, Brayden Mitchell, June
1. Brian works at Harding
Academy as a high school math
teacher, and Megan is an instructor of nutrition at Arkansas
State University at Beebe. (119
Western Hills Drive, Searcy,
AR 72143)
Kevin Burr married Linnea
Jordan June 2. Kevin is attending Harding School ofTheology
in Memphis, Tenn., pursuing a Master of Divinity, and
Linnea received her Doctor of
Physical Therapy degree from
Belmont University and works
for S.T.A.R. Physical Therapy in
middle Tennessee. (1000 Cherry
Road, Memphis, TN 38117)
Scott and Jennifer Harris
Hannigan announce the birth
of a son, Preston Scott, May
2. Scott is an assistant director of admissions for Harding,
and Jennifer is publications
writer for the University while
also working on her Master of
Education in English. (3 Zadie
Court, Searcy, AR 72143;
jhannigan@harding.edu)
Andrew ('OS) and Anna Justus
Ingle announce the birth of a
daughter, Maggie Lynn Marie, Dec. 28, 2011. They also have
a son, Jack Thomas. (234 Sidon
Road, Rose Bud, AR 72137)
Eric ('07) and Cindy Howe
lsom announce the birth of a
daughter, Sophie Marie, June
29. They have another daughter, Emma. Eric is an athletic
trainer for Campbell Clinic in
Germantown, Tenn., and Cindy
owns her own photography
business. (1077 Red Fern Circle
East, Cordova, TN 38018)
Andrew and Catelyn Horton
Sills announce the birth of
a son, Liam Shiloh, July 17.
Andrew teaches part time at
Cornerstone Christian Academy

Molly Ellis married Austin
Davidson July 21. Molly is a
speech-language pathologist at
Methodist South Hospital, and
Austin is in medical school at
University ofTennessee Health
Science Center. (205 N. Avalon,
#202, Memphis, TN 38112)

2009
Colleen Heady is general manager of Fairfield Inn & Suites in
Macon, Ga.
Katrina Johns married Winston
Southwell July 7. (208 Hidden
Meadows Drive, Benton, AR
72015)

2011
Keith Nix ('09) married Alyssa
Dugan June 29. Keith is a soccer
coach for Jacksonville, and Alyssa is a health teacher at Beebe
High School. (1107 W. Elm St.,
Apt. D, Cabot, AR 72023)

Send us your news
We love hearing from you.
Please keep us updated with
what's happening in your life:
a wedding, birth, job change,
promotion, award, retirement,
etc. Send your news items to:
"Connections"
Harding University
Office of Alumni Relations
Box 10768
Searcy, AR 72149-0768
or alumninews@harding.edu
Please note that because of
publishing deadlines, your
information may be delayed
an issue.

Passages
Nancy Lovell Gill Barton ('37) ,
99, died June 3. She paid her
tuition at Harding by teaching
at the Academy. She was May
Queen in 1936 and introduced
to her late husband, Bruce ('36),
by President J.N. Armstrong.
She is survived by a son, Charles
('66); a daughter, Carolyn Ayers
('60); six grandchildren; and 15
great-grandchildren.
Mary Alberta Ellis Cronin ('41),
91 , ofWheeling, W.Va., died

Aug. 6. She attended National
Road Church of Christ where
she was a Bible school teacher
and organizer of children's
classes. She was a founding
member of the Wheeling Chapter of Stepping Stones for Ohio
Valley University. She also volunteered for Meals on Wheels.
She was preceded in death by
her husband of 64 years, Robert
('43) . She is survived by a son,
Pat ('77); two daughters, Mary
Gardner ('74) and Era Cox ('71) ;
a sister, Era Madge Ellis Mcfatter ('44); four grandchildren;
and five great-grandchildren.
Dorothy Brewer Straughn ('47),
87, died May 11. She was a
member of Brainerd Church of
Christ where she taught Sunday
school. She taught music at
Boyd-Buchanan Christian
School as well as numerous
piano students. She was preceded in death by her husband,
Dale ('47). She is survived by
three sons, Dale Jr. , David and
Paul; two brothers, Robert and
Charles; eight grandchildren;
and 11 great-grandchildren .
Lurlyne Richardson Wagner
('50), 84, died July 12. She was a
retired educator who taught for
30 years and was past Geargia president of Kappa Kappa
Iota teachers' sorority. She is
survived by her husband of 62
years, John ('52); a son, Richard; a daughter, Laura Spaller;
two grandchildren; and four
great grandchildren.
Ralph Ernest Diehl ('51), 81, died
July 2 at his home in Beckley, W.
Va. He was a first-generation
American who earned 21 merit
badges and became one of the
first Eagle Scouts in 'froop 1. After college he served in the Army
during the Korean War and then
began a career in insurance serving as a special agent for Prudential Insurance in New York
City for five years. He served as
business manager for Northeastern Christian College in Philadelphia and then at Ohio Valley
College in Parkersburg, W.Va.
He moved to Beckley, W.Va., and
opened Cardinal Cable in the
early 70s. He maintained four
separate cable systems providing
telecable to 13 communities. He
served more than 25 years in the
Kiwanis Club of Beckley. Upon
retiring from the telecable business, Mr. Ralph, as his students
affectionately knew him, taught
English as a Second Language
at Mountain State University for

[ EVENTS ]

OCIOBER
25-28
Homecoming and Bison Days

NOVEMBER
1
Lyceum: La Vera Costanza,
basset horn trio

4
Lyceum: U.S. Navy Commodores

15
Lyceum: Andrew Granade

19-23
Thanksgiving recess

30
Five-minute film festival

DECEMBER
15
Fall graduation

15-Jan. 13
Winter recess

JANUARY
14
Classes begin

21
Martin Luther King Jr. holiday

22
Lyceum: Janus Trio,
violin, flute and harp

EEBRUARY
7
ASI speaker Stephen Moore

18
Winter Preview

22-23
WINGS conference

26
Lyceum: Swingle Singers

MARCH
5
ASI speaker Mike Beebe

11-15
Spring break

For a complete list of events
and contact information, visit
www.harding.edu/calendar.

more than 15 years. He was a
Christian who demonstrated his
faith by example. He is survived
by his wife of61 years, Genevieve Henry ('51); three
sons, Dan ('76), Jeff and Nic
('90); a daughter, Sally Parsons
('90); and eight grandchildren.
Robert Lee Hampton ('52), 82,
died June 26. While a student at
Southwestern Medical School,
he married nursing student Veronica Nell Carter. They lived in
Mount Edgecumbe, Alaska, for
several years while he worked
for the Public Health Service
of the U.S . government. While
there, he planted a church of
Christ and built the church
building with help from friends.
He accomplished a medical doctor residency in San Francisco
and a surgical residency in Sacramento, Calif He then moved
his family to Talihina, Okla.,
where he worked at the Indian
hospital for three years as chief
of surgery. He started pr.ivate
practice in Poteau, Okla ., with
Drs. Lowery, Powell, Cunningham and Winters in 1970. He
practiced medicine for 38 years,
25 of those in Poteau. He was
an elder, deacon, song leader,
preacher, counselor and teacher
at Poteau Church of Christ. He
was preceded in death by his
wife of 54 years , Veronica Carter.
He is survived by two sons, Dan
and Sam; a daughter, Debbie;
and a sister, Patsy Burke.
Eugene Thomas Ouzts ('56) , 82 ,
died June 21. He served with
the U.S . Navy from 1948-1953.
He obtained his Master of Arts
in Bible May 1957 while his
wife, Mary, taught in Augusta,
Ark. Deciding to join Mary in
teaching, he continued with
his education at University of
Arkansas. He also completed
post-graduate studies at Murray
State University in Kentucky,
University of Arizona, Arizona
State University and Northern
Arizona University. He taught
in DeValls Bluff, Ark., and Curuthersville, Mo., before moving to Greenlee County, Ariz.,
in 1965. He taught at Clifton
High School until retirement
in 1992, primarily as a science
teacher and served a student
activities adviser. He also taught
biology and world religions for
Eastern Arizona College. He
preached in the Arizona communities of Morenci, Clifton,
Safford and Duncan. In 1967
he and his wife trained and
FALL l012
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Connections
became pilots, flying their own
Cessna 172. They joined the
Civil Air Patrol, an auxiliary
of the U.S. Air Force in 1972.
He rose to the rank oflieutenant colonel, became the unit's
chaplain, and also served as the
state's CAP assistant wing chaplain. While serving in CAP, he
received the Meritorious Service
Award in 1994, the Exceptional Service Award in 1997,
and was honored as Arizona
Wing Chaplain of the Year in
1984, Thomas C. Casaday Unit
Chaplain of the Year in 1985,
Arizona Wing Safety Officer of
the Year in 1989, Arizona Wing
Senior Member of the Year in
1994, and Southwest Region
Senior Member of the Year in
1995. He was a life member of
the Military Chaplain's Association, Disabled American
Veterans, American Legion and
the Air Force Association. He
also was a member of the Elks,
served on the board of directors
for Arizona Church of Christ
Bible Camp, and was a member
of the Greenlee County Airport
Advisory Board in Clifton. He is
survived by his wife of 56 years,
Mary Olive Vineyard ('55).
George Carlile Dumas ('60), 78,
died June 15. He did graduate
work through University of
Athens, Greece. He spent 13
years in mission work in the
Mediterranean, was a minister
with the church of Christ for 45
years, and spent his retirement
as a volunteer at Bradenton
Christian School. He was a
Navy veteran during the Korean
War. He is survived by his wife
of 58 years, Joan; four sons,
Steven ('80), David, Raland and
Paul; a daughter, Gail Ramirez;
a sister, Rose Marie Lingenfelser; 11 grandchildren; and four
great -grandchildren.
John Thomas Valentine ('67),
66, died April 28 in Austin,
Texas. His educational pursuits
after Harding took him to Texas
A&M University at College
Station, the M.B.A. program at
University of Texas at Austin,
and South Texas College of
Law in Houston. When the
Vietnam War escalated in 1968,
he joined the U.S. Navy and
served as a lieutenant in the
Philippine Islands and Danang,
Vietnam, after graduating from
officer's candidate school. His
professional career spanned 28
years in the city of Houston.
Beginning in 1974, he worked
30 I Harding I FALL

[ ENHANCING THE MISSION ]

Creating carefree retirement income
By TED HAcKNEY, director of the Center for Charitable Estate Planning
The phone rings. It is 3 o'clock in the morning.
Startled from your sleep, your mind immediately
races with dread. Who could be
calling at this hour?
Did our son have an accident?
Is my sister in trouble?
Has a loved one died?
It is nothing you feared,
to your relief. Your property
Ted Hackney
manager, the person you pay
to take care of your rental house, is calling to
inform you a water pipe broke. The tenants had
to be evacuated. He asks you what to do.
The truth is you are not fully retired.
This property served you well during your
working years. It provided a nice tax shelter and
a steady income. Now, the income has increased
a bit but the tax benefits are nearly exhausted,
and repairs are on the horizon. Each problem
comes with financial implications, and you must
contemplate your options.
> The obvious first choice is to sell the
property. However, there may be a significant tax bill due.
~ You could exchange the property tax free
for another property, though that only
for Texas Commerce Baneshares where he later served
as assistant vice president of
corporate financial planning
and reporting. Upon finishing his law degree at South
Texas and passing the Texas Bar
Exam, he became an associate
and later a partner in the law
firm of Boswell & Hallmark and
was a practicing attorney for 18
years. Most recently he traveled
for the National Credit Union
Administration as an examiner
for credit unions across the
United States. He is survived
by his wife of 37 years, Debra;
two sons, Glenn and James; a
brother, Glenn ('64); and two
sisters, Sue Hudson ('62) and
Kathleen Wolfe ('67).
Sheryl Lynn Deay Rainwater
('68), 65, died April21. She was
a secretary for Daisy-Heddon
Corp. in Rogers, Ark. from
1968-1974. Her family moved
to Jay, Okla., in 1985 where she
worked for Jay Public Schools
as a secretary from 1986-2000
and for the Head Start Program from 2000-2004. She was

delays dealing with the problem.
> You can give the property to heirs, but isn't
that just transferring your problem to them?
These options give you a headache. You had
hoped retirement would bring freedom from
thorny financial decisions.
Yet it may be possible to eliminate the
Large tax biLL and simultaneously avoid the
other problems. Consider making a transformational gift to Harding University of that rental
house while retaining the income it delivers.
If correctly coordinated, this gift might increase
retirement income because it can help delay
the start of qualified plan payouts so those
funds can continue their tax-deferred growth.
Be aware there are issues unique to incomeproducing real estate that must first be resolved
in order to make the gift work.
Harding has received a variety of gifts
through the years, including farms, cattle,
recreational vehicles, cemeteries, jewelry and
paintings. You may be able to use many other
assets to create an income stream as well.
To learn more call Ted Hackney in our Center
for Charitable Estate Planning at 501-279-4210
or email him at thackney@harding.edu. H

employed by the Oklahoma
District Attorney's office from
2004 until her retirement in
2011. She was a member of
Southside Church of Christ.
She is survived by her husband,
Bill; a daughter, Ashley Malone
('97); a sister, Janis Vandiver;
and two grandsons.
John Alan "Snake" Dixon ('74),
61, died June 5. He played
football for the Bisons, set
many school records, and is a
member of the Harding University Athletic Hall of Fame.
Following graduation, he was
drafted as a running back for
the Minnesota Vikings. After
an injury cut his Vikings career
short, he was selected for a new
expansion team, the Seattle
Seahawks. He was a broker for
Roanoke Realty and also coowned Dixon Appraisers with
his son. He was member of Ben
Hill County Board of Assessors,
longtime member and president-elect of Fitzgerald Kiwanis
Club, and a member of the Tift
Area Board of Realtors. He was
a life member of the Million

Dollar Sales Club and was a
certified real estate appraiser.
He was a member of First
Baptist Church and the Sportsmen Sunday School class. He
served as past president of the
football booster club. He is
survived by his wife of 39 years,
Belinda Sims ('74); a son, Jad
('98); two daughters, Andee
Carter and Ashlee Maddrey; two
brothers, Sammie and Jerry; a
sister, Sandra Paulk; and three
grandchildren.
Karen Yvonne Tibbals Reed
('80), 54, died July 11. She held
positions throughout her professional life in art and graphic
design. For the past several
years, she was a sales associate for Sheridan Road Nursery
sharing her knowledge and love
of plants and flowers. She was a
member ofTri-County Tropical Fish Society, a volunteer
at P.A.W.S., and a member of
Church of Christ Northwest.
She is survived by her husband,
Stephen; a son, Austin; her
mother, Marjorie Kagels; her
father and stepmother, Howard

and Janice Tibbals; three
brothers, David ('81), Jeffry and
Timothy; and two sisters, Tracey
Stansberry and Glenda Gray.
cynthia An n "Cyndie" Stills
Hearn ( 82), 49. died April 2 .
She was a retired principal from
Ozark Mountain School District
and attended Ridgeway Church
of Christ. She is survived by her
husband, Jeff ('82); two daughters, Rebekah and Hannah; her
parents, Raymond and Ann
Stills; a brother, David ('86); and
a grandson.
Jeffrey Lynn Woods ('82), 53,
died May 13. He served as a
youth and family minister for 19
years in Arkansas, Tennessee,
Kentucky and Missouri. He was
employed by Families Inc. as a
mental health therapist, was an
independent business owner
through LIFE, and was aj'l elder
at Cloverdale Church of Christ
in Searcy. He is survived by
his wife, Gloria Allen ('82); two
sons, Jonathan ('11) and David;
two daughters, Jessica "Emma"
Fitzgerald ('06) and Hannah; a
foster daughter, Cyndi Harris
Anderson; his parents, Haskell
and Elizabeth Woods; two sisters, Barbara Sutton and Nancy
Stokes; and two grandchildren.
Megan Sue Easterly ('07), 27,
died May 12 after battling brain
cancer. She was accepted into
the chemistry doctoral program
at Colorado State University in
Fort Collins, Colo. She passed
her orals in February 2011
and continued to work toward
obtaining her Ph.D. She grew
up attending Strafford Church
of Christ and was a member of
Meadowlark Church of Christ
in Fort Collins. Her life radiated
love for God, family and friends,
faith in Christ, and a walk in
the spirit. Her cancer blog,
http:/ fmeganeasterly.blogspot.
com, has been an inspiration
to others. She is survived by
her parents, Terry and Monika
Easterly; three sisters, Laura,
Rachel and Stephanie; and her
grandmother, Dorothy Easterly.
Isaac Zane Gastineau, 23, died
April 28 from cancer. He was
a student at the University, a
member of the Arkansas National Guard Searcy Unit 2-153
IN-BN, and a member of Downtown Church of Christ. He is
survived by his parents, Zane
and Carole Lawson ('82) Gastineau; a sister, Caitlyn Smith; and
grandparents Ina Lawson and
Ron and Sue Gastineau.
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Coach Prock's final victory
By KAY GowEN ('68), associate proftssor of communication and director of Abundant Living
God and his family were John Prock's greatest
priorities. He married Charlene Knight in 1948.
"We came from difficult situations," Charlene
said. "In spite of that, my husband was absolutely the best man I ever knew." He and
Charlene were long-time members of West Side
Church of Christ where he served as an usher,
Sunday school
teacher, deacon
and elder_ He
once said he
was "the deacon
in charge of
folding chairs,"
but his service
in the church
reflected a much
greater commitment than chair
folding would
indicate. Fellow
elder Eddie Baggett said, "John could always
be counted on to help with anything, but he
preferred to work in the background. He was a
deeply dedicated Christian man."
Prock's coaching career spanned 33 years,
including five years at Clinton (Okla_) High
School and 28 years at Harding. He was honored
as District 17 NAIA Coach of the Year in 1969,
1972 and 1976 and NAIA Area IV Coach of the
Year in 1976. He was a charter member of the
Harding University Athletic Hall of Fame and the
Hollis/Harmon County (Oklahoma) Sports Hall of
Fame. He was named to the NAIA Hall of Fame
in 1991, Southwestern Oklahoma State University Hall of Fame in 2006, and Arkansas Sports
Hall of Fame in 2008.
At the time of his retirement in 1987, he
was the fifth most successful active coach in
the NAIA and dean of the Arkansas Intercollegiate Conference. He had coached 10 NAIA
All-Americans, four Academic All-Americans and
63 All-AIC honorees.
When Prock began coaching at Harding in
1960, strength training was a new concept.
He had always been able to build just about
anything, so Prock scrounged around the maintenance department for scraps of wood he could
use to build weights. He eventually built the
weight room, and weight lifting became an integral part of training to play football at Harding.
Prock's favorite pastime was more than a
hobby. He loved woodcarving. The Procks' home
is filled with furniture and furnishings that he
made. He built a 15-foot ski boat and a 33-foot

party barge for family fun. He carved souvenirsized Santas, ducks, golfers and American
Indians. His expertise in carving resulted in
two television appearances and features in
several newspapers. He was invited to be a
resident carver in Branson, Mo., but chose to
stay at home to teach private carving classes
in his shop. Always fascinated with log cabins,
Prock relocated to their backyard and restored a
150-year-old authentic log cabin from its original homestead in Mt. Vernon, Ark.
Prock served as a Sergeant 1st Class with the
45th Infantry Division of the Oklahoma National
Guard during the Korean War_
Following his military service, Prock attended
Southwest Oklahoma State University on a
football scholarship and the G.L bill, completing
both a bachelor's and master's degree in industrial arts. He taught shop at Clinton High School
during the years he coached football there.
Few people were aware of Prock's musical
interest. He liked to play the harmonica, he
loved opera music, and his favorite song was
"Unchained Melody_" But more than any other
interest, he loved sports, especially football. He
played football in high school and college. He
coached football in high school and college. His
most successful season as a coach was in 1972
when Harding's Bisons were Co-Arkansas Intercollegiate Conference champions and winners of
the Cowboy Bowl.
Like his coaching mentor Joe Metcalf, Prock
adopted the team motto, "Be the best!" These
were his last words at every practice of his
teams throughout his coaching career. His players took the motto seriously.
"Most of our players who won for us were
also winners in life," he said. "If they did not
give 100 percent on the field, they did not give
100 percent in their professions and were not
a success in life. I am not talking about the
big hero or the starting players - I am talking
about the player who gave everything he had to
make the third team. That player is the winner."
John Prock gave 100 percent in everything
he did in life, and, by the grace of God, he finished with the greatest victory of all. H

Prock, 83, died July 17 following a lengthy
battle with a form of Lewy Body dementia. He is
survived by his wife of 64 years, Charlene Knight;
a son, Cam {'79); two daughters, Martina
Peacock {'72) and Mona Daniel ('75); eight
grandchildren; three step-grandchildren; and 10
great-grandchildren.
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End Note

Deeper than the ocean
AblogpostbyMACKENZIE

LEE ,

11:10p.m.,May7,2012

God's creation here screams his name in a way that is impossible to ignore. Today after
classes we decided that we had to get out of the apartment and go on a small adventure. So
for a few hours we abandoned our homework and took the 20-minute bus ride to Con Con.
We arrived in perfect timing to climb up the sand dunes and
enjoy about 45 minutes ofbeauty as we watched the sun drop
below the thin layer of clouds that touched the ocean. I went with
Ashleigh Arthurs, Emily Spencer and Shelby Nicholson, and we
each went to our own little spot and enjoyed some quiet time in
silent praise for what we were witnessing. I kept on playing the
song "His Grace Reach es Me" over and over again in my mind.
Part of the lyrics say, "Deeper than the ocean and wider than the
sea is the grace of the Savior for sinners like m e." Being able to
look out on an ocean and to think that God's grace and forgi veness is bigger and greater than that is a wonderful th ought.
After it started to get dark, we climbed off the sand dunes and
went into a Jumbo that was right across the street. This is one of
the largest chains of grocery stores in Chile, and it definitely felt
a little bit like the United States on the inside. Something that I
have observed culturally here is that cheese does not seem to be
a very popular product. We went down the cheese aisle think-

ing they would have more selection than the grocery store we
normally go to, and they barely had anything. I guess the product
is just not as popular. I bought some tea there and learned the
word "cobar," which means for a cashier to "check out" at the
cash register.
We decided to go back to Vifl.a for dinner and ate at "Guaton,"
and I learned that word means something like "really fat, really
big." The title is completely appropriate because their hamburgers and sandwiches are bigger than the size of m y head. The food
was fantastic, but people at the table made fun of us because we
all ordered our own sa ndwich, which apparently is not all that
common there. Leave it to us to be Americans and order a huge
amount of food.
Overall this was the perfect, restful evening, and I am continually amazed by the sights. I am also grateful for this sunset and
daily reminder of his grace, as it is something I am continually
appreciative for. 1-J.l

From Bibles to banners and clothing to church supplies,
Harding University Bookstore has just what you are looking for.
-

.

.: ·
MACKENZIE LEE , junior public

relations and
Spanish double major from Springfield, Mo.,
studied at Harding University in Latin America
last spring.
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Harding University Bookstore
800-477-4351

Visit hubookstore.harding.edu,
or call today for your free catalog.
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